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   Lawton High School is in its 4th year since introducing 
Project Lead The Way to our district.  First year stu-
dents, which are in the Engineering Pathway, take a 
class called Introduction to Engineering De-
sign. Students have been learning what an engineer is 
and what an engineer does.  More specifically they 
have learned that an engineer is a problem solver.  In 
our class we are learning about an engineering design 
process that allows students to systematically docu-
ment their problem solving journey.  We have used this 
process in many instant challenges to solve "minor" 
problems.  In the pictures, students created a "device" 
to fling a cotton ball a maximum distance.  Students 
had limited materials and time constraints, but were 
able to record some astounding distances with their 

devices.  Each group of students had a unique idea and 
creation.  Some ideas from the class included a classic 
sling shot, a catapult, and a simple airplane.  Josie 
Buchkowski, Aiden Saidla, Hannah Lull took first place 
as their weighted cotton ball traveled a distance of 71 
feet and 1 inch. 
   Lawton High School Health students are prepared and 
confident should an emergency situation arise.  Mr. 
Brown, from VBISD, works with all students in Health 
classes for three days during the trimester.  During this 
time, students immediately get hands-on experience 
performing compressions, rescue breaths, operating 
the AED, and working together as a team.  In the pic-
ture, Olivia Cramer and Tiyleeann Welch work together 
to perform compressions and rescue breaths, respec-
tively.  Meanwhile William Druckenbrodt rushes to the 
scene and prepares the AED (Automated External De-
fibrillator).  

PLTW 
By Jenny Karsen 



Curiosity Unleashed 
By Christopher J. Rice, Superintendent 
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In 2013, Lawton Community 
Schools made a commitment to 
expand and enhance rigorous and 
relevant learning opportunities for 
our students. Since then, we have 
made great strides toward achiev-
ing this goal. We are proud, in this 
edition of CONNECT, to highlight 
some of our Science-Technology-

Engineering-Math (STEM) programs.  
   In the past five years, we have added several highly 
engaging courses to our curriculum. Our work began 
at Lawton High School with introducing the Project 
Lead the Way Engineering program. Supported by 
startup funds from Van Buren ISD, this program 
provided two years of engineering coursework at 
Lawton High School led by LHS teachers Jenny 
Karson and Mike Schmidt.  Students in the program 
also have unique opportunity for capstone work at 
the Van Buren Technology Center.  This program has 
been highly popular. The program’s first participants 

are now seniors and several of them have been 
accepted to technology based programs at colleges 
including Michigan Tech University. LHS teachers 
Jenny Karsen and Mike Schmidt are doing great work 
leading the engineering program.  
   The Project Lead the Way Biomedical Science 
course is another new addition to our curriculum 
that has been extremely well-received by students.  
Led by LHS science teacher Kenda Pakulski, the 
course provides a pathway to college and careers in 
the science and medical fields. Kenda  was recently 
trained and is doing a great job with this new course.  
   More recently, we are excited to have introduced 
the Project Lead the Way Gateway program at Law-
ton Middle School. This program provides all stu-
dents with STEM experiences, beginning in the sixth 
grade Design and Modeling class. Automation and 
Robotics follows in seventh grade, and next fall we 
hope to add a Science of Technology course for eight 
graders. Again, the goal of these programs is to ex-
pose students to content that is highly relevant and 

in demand in today’s job market. Teachers Chad 
Williams and Holly James have embraced the new 
courses and are doing great things with our students.  
   This fall, Lawton Elementary School introduced a 
Project Lead the Way program called Launch. Stu-
dents in all grades K-5, receive a STEM-based learn-
ing experience as part of our Science curriculum. A 
big thank you to LES teachers Jessica Schubert and 
Melissa Stull for their leadership of the Launch pro-
gram.  
   We are also supporting the STEM and Rigor initia-
tives with extra-curricular opportunities such as the 
formation of a competitive robotics team at Lawton 
High School. If you have not had the pleasure of 
witnessing a FIRST Robotics challenge, I encourage 
you to check out Coach Schmidt’s team in action.  
   Lawton Community Schools remains committed to 
providing rigorous and relevant learning opportuni-
ties to all students. Feel free to contact me or any 
building principal for more information and enjoy the 
stories in this edition of our newsletter.  

Lawton Community Schools 

In 2005, as Law-
ton Community 
Schools was com-
pleting construc-
tion projects at 
the Middle and 
High School cam-
puses, LCS estab-
lished a partner-

ship with Honee Bear Canning Company. The part-
nership provided a total of $250,000 in financial 
support for the construction of a new stadium at 

Lawton High School. Since completion, the Bob and 
Carole Packer Sports Complex has highlighted our 
football, soccer, track and cheer programs and has 
become a true source of pride for our community. 
Visitors to the stadium often comment on its quality 
and the beautiful setting. Recently, Honee Bear Pres-
ident Steve Packer and Chief Financial Officer Steven 
Carroll presented the district with the final install-
ment of their generous donation. On behalf of the 
entire school community, we extend our sincerest 
gratitude to the Packer and Armstrong families, and 
Honee Bear Canning Company.  

Packer & Armstrong Families 

   For over a year, the administration and Board of 
Education have been assessing our facility needs 
with a focus on our oldest building, Lawton Elemen-
tary School. Our goals throughout this assessment 
process have included the need to address deficien-
cies at the elementary campus, potential energy 
savings district-wide, and also how these improve-
ments might be financed.  
   As a part of this assessment, the Board investigat-
ed performance contracting and Qualified Zone 
Academy Bonds (QZAB). Performance contracting 
projects involve working with a contractor to make 
energy related improvements backed by savings 
that are guaranteed by the contractor. QZAB funds 
are accessible to certain schools through low or no 
interest loans.  
   Working with the Honeywell company, an initial 
project scope has been developed that will provide 

a new boiler system with all related mechanical 
upgrades for the elementary school. The current 
boilers in the building were installed in 1954 and 
1962 respectively. Replacing them provides a great-
er level of efficiency with more reliable equipment. 
This work also provides the infrastructure for poten-
tial future installation of air conditioning at the 
elementary building. In addition, the district will be 
retrofitting approximately 85% of all lights district-
wide with new LED lamps, ballasts and fixtures. The 
LED upgrade will provide significant electrical cost 
savings that will eventually pay for the cost of this 
portion of the project. The electrical upgrade work 
will begin in the spring of 2018 and the heating 
system work will be completed during the summer 
of 2018.  
   To allow this project to commence, the district 
pursued the opportunity to secure QZAB funds in 

the amount of $2,615,000. These funds have been 
provided to the district by Chemical Bank as a 15-
year loan with zero interest. The district is always 
focused on being good stewards of our resources 
and this financing method allows us to begin our 
facility improvement work at no added cost to the 
taxpayers.  
   We are excited to announce this project as we 
work toward our district goal of designing a facilities 
master plan that meets the needs of our students 
and staff. As this project and our ongoing assess-
ment work continues, we’ll soon begin announcing 
events at which the community can learn and be-
come engaged with this work.  
   Should you have any questions about our facilities 
master planning, don’t hesitate to contact me.  

Lawton Community Schools Secures Funds for Energy Conservation Improvements 
By Christopher J. Rice, Superintendent 
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Student Spotlight 
By Christopher J. Rice, Superintendent with Joshua DeKoning 

Tell us about your experience as a student at 
Lawton Community Schools.  
   My name is Joshua DeKoning.  I am 16 years old 
and I have been attending Lawton since Kinder-
garten. During my high-school years I have taken 
two A.P. History courses, and have taken three 
honors classes: pre-calculus, PLTW, POE. 
   All of my life I wrestled, ever since 2nd grade, 
but this year I decided not continue to wrestle 
because of injuries and my lack of enthusiasm. I 
decided to focus my time on other stuff I like to 
do. 
   During middle school I received student of the 
month, exemplary and honors certificates, and a 
medal for outstanding student. 
   During high-school I have received all the same 
awards during middle school and some more. 
Who are the educators you will remember when 
you leave Lawton and why? 
   The one educator that had the biggest impact 
on my experience at Lawton high school would be 
Mrs. Carr. She had the biggest impact on me, not 
only because she is a great teacher in general, but 
because she is someone you can talk to about 
anything in your life. 
We’ve heard that you are quite the out-

doorsman. Can you tell us more about that? 
   Since I was 3 years old. I thrived to fish.  I have a 
picture at my house from when I was 3 with my 
first bass on a 2 ½ ft. kids pole.  Not only did I 
catch on to fishing at a young age, but when I was 
around 5 yrs. old, my dad started to take me out 
hunting.  I got hooked at a very young age.  Dur-
ing this past year I really started to get into bass 
fishing tournaments. I fished in three circuits, 
Sunday local tournaments, D&R pro bass circuit 
through D&R sports.  My club was Southwest 
Michigan bass masters.  At the end of the year 
there is a huge tournament called the club classic 
which is where a bunch of clubs come together 
and fish at a selected lake, and compete for a spot 
on the Michigan state team to fish in the Louisi-
ana regionals against other states. 
   On the non-boater side of the bracket, out of 70 
fisherman I placed top ten at Muskegon Lake and 
made the Michigan state team as the youngest 
one in the tournament.  Last years hunting season 
I went to Wyoming.  I shot my first antelope, I 
also shot my first mule deer in the first two days 
of being there. 
   I shot the 3rd biggest buck ever shot off our 
farm that scored 147.  

What are your personal goals or aspirations after 
high school? 
   My major goal for after high school is to get my 
associates at KVCC then move on to getting my 
bachelors at a university in some type of engi-
neering. 
   I would also like to get to fish in the elite series, 
and work my way to the bass master classic. 

Meet Your School Counselor, Mrs. Sparks 

Hello, my name is Nichole Sparks, and I am 
thrilled to be the counselor at Lawton Elementary 
and Middle School.  This is going to be a fun year 
filled with learning, growing, and lots of new 
adventures.  I cannot wait to get to know you, 
your family, and most importantly, your child! I 
will be spending my time at Lawton Elementary 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Friday Mornings 
and at Lawton Middle on Mondays, Thursdays, 
and Friday afternoons. 

   I am so excited!  There are many ways students 
can come talk with me.  Students can be referred 
by their teacher or a staff member, by you as 
their parent/guardian, or they can they come to 
speak with me on their own. Topics your child 
may want to talk about include, but are not lim-
ited to, feelings they are experiencing, difficulty 
making or getting along with friends, academic 
struggles, fears or worries, problems they are 
experiencing in school, family concerns, grief, 
death, moving, to name a few.  
   Everything your child and I talk about will be 
kept confidential unless there is a threat of harm 
or danger to your child or another.  As their 
parent/guardian, you are legally allowed to know 
what your child and I talk about; however, it is 
important that in order to maintain trust, your 
child’s privacy is respected.  Please know that 
with respect to your child’s safety, I will notify 
you of any immediate concerns.  I am mandated 
by law to report any suspected child abuse/
neglect. Along with yours, my first priority is your 
child’s safety and I will work with you to the best 
of my ability to help achieve this goal together.  If 

you have any further ques-
tions regarding this, please 
feel free to ask at any 
time. 
   I am available to meet 
with all students.  Students may meet me individ-
ually or in small groups. I also may visit your 
child’s classroom on occasion.  I meet with staff, 
parents, and other professionals to share ideas to 
best support students in the school environment. 
I am currently a Limited Licensed Professional 
Counselor seeking my professional license. In 
order to reach this goal, I meet with a Licensed 
Professional where we talk about general cases 
to best support students.  During this meeting 
any child’s name or identifying information is not 
shared to maintain confidentiality.  If you would 
like to view my Professional Disclosure State-
ment, which describes my educational and pro-
fessional experience, how records are kept, and 
when I may need to break confidentiality, please 
let me know. If you have ANY questions, please 
feel free to contact me, or make an appointment. 
My door is always open!   
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Lawton Elementary School 
By Stephanie Brown, Elementary School Principal 

It has been a busy fall and 
winter at LES.  Thank you 
to all of our parents for 
coming to talk with us at 
conferences.  We are 
fortunate to have nearly 
100% of our families 
participate in conferences.  

This fall, we updated our conference sign up 
page, which seemed to work a little more 
smoothly.  We also bumped the elementary 
conferences back to the end of the 
trimester.  Our teachers requested this and 
it seemed to work out well.  I did get some 
feedback on making the nights different 
nights of the week i.e. Wednesday one week 
and Thursday the following, which is a great 
idea.  We plan to implement that moving 
forward.  If you have any other specific 
feedback on conferences, please let me 
know.    
   I sent out details of drop off and pick up in 
our last district newsletter.  Our operations  
department has recently updated the 
painting on the curbs to help make the 
process more clear.  As a reminder, please 
drop your students off curb side on the 
school side of the drive.  Please do not stop 
in the cross walks or in the red portion of 
the loop (at the beginning).  Once you pass 
the red portion of the loop, you may drop 
off in the yellow portion.  Again, please have 
students enter/exit the passenger side of 
the vehicle.  If you plan to leave your 

vehicle, park in a parking space in the lot. 
The bus loop is for buses only.  Thank you 
very much for your help. 
   Reading is an ongoing focus not only for us 
at Lawton Elementary, but for the Michigan 
Department of Education.  I am very excited 
to share that we have added a Literacy 
Coach at the elementary.  This is a 
requirement of the Third Grade Reading 
Law; however it is not required for this role 
to be full time.  We are thankful that our 
superintendent and school board have 
allowed us to make this role full time at 
Lawton Elementary.  We are also very 
fortunate that we have a highly qualified 
teacher on staff to be able to lead us with 
this process.  It is my pleasure to introduce 
Amanda Merriman, Lawton Elementary 
Academic Coach.  Mandy has her BA in 

Elementary Education with 
an MA in Literacy Studies 
(also known as a Reading 
Specialist).  Mrs. Merriman 
has been a classroom 
teacher for fourteen years 
and is already having an 
impact on our teaching and 

learning process.  In addition to improving 
reading and literacy instruction at school, 
one of our goals is to support parents at 
home as well.  You can expect to see a 
variety of helpful reading strategy supports 
coming from Mrs. Merriman via social 
media, email, or notes home.  She is also 

compiling video resources for parents on 
various topics, so that you will have live 
examples of how to help your child(ren) at 
home.  At school, Mrs. Merriman has helped 
us in developing Individual Reading 
Improvement Plans (IRIP).  She is also 
modeling lessons, providing coaching and 
support for teachers, analyzing data, and 
administering more in depth reading 
assessments and supports as needed.  While 
we are focusing Mrs. Merriman’s efforts on 
reading this year, we plan to expand her 
coaching to include math as well in 
upcoming years.  Should you have any 
questions or concerns in this regard, you 
may contact Mrs. Merriman at 
amerriman@lawtoncs.org. 
   Finally, I would like to end with a sincere 
thank you to our fabulous PTO for providing 
$3,400 in books to update our classroom 
libraries. Research shows that the more 
access students have to print (books) the 
bigger impact it has on their ability to 
become successful readers.  Classroom 
libraries are generally funded by teachers; 
therefore they are slow to build and slow to 
be updated.  With the help of our PTO and a 
partnership with Scholastic, I am thrilled to 
share that we are beefing up our classroom 
libraries.  The teachers and students will be 
so excited when these new books arrive!  
Thank you PTO! 

Spooktacular 
By Amanda Merriman 

Lawton Elementary held their 
annual Halloween Spook-
tacular on October 26, 2017.  
With over 800 attendees, this 
event was a huge success!  
Lawton staff that assisted 
with the Spooktacular 
showed up dressed as trolls.  

Children arrived dressed in their favorite 
costumes and were able to trick-or-treat 
throughout the building.  In addition to trick-
or-treating, students participated in a variety 

of educational activities that included 
movement activities, art, listening to stories, 
word games, making bookmarks, math 
stations, and food tasting.  Lawton Public 
Library also joined this event to promote 
upcoming activities and sign students up for 
library cards.  Students were able to enter 
their name in a drawing for prizes that 
included a bucket with books and other 
goodies.  Thank you to everybody that 
donated candy and/or volunteered their 
time to help make this event a huge success! 
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Pumpkin Plants 

School Garden 

Donuts with Dads 

Hockey Game  

4th Grade Field Trip to Lansing 

Blue Devil Dash 

Stuff the Bus 

KSO  
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Lawton Middle School 
By Tim Cerven, Middle School Principal 

As we enter the second trimester, I would like to take 
a moment to recognize the middle school staff for 
their hard work and dedication in helping each and 
every student on their journey to success.  The office 
secretaries are the front-line personnel assisting stu-
dents with issues from ice packs and band aids to 
missing textbooks and homework assignments.  They 
assist teachers with supplies and attendance and re-
minders of upcoming events. They provide parents 

with passwords to Synergy and notes to their children.  Our food service 
department does a remarkable job of preparing a very tasty and healthy 
breakfast and lunch, with a smile and a welcoming greeting to all.  The 
custodial staff is very dedicated to the appearance of a very large complex 
which is turn lends itself to a positive and safe working environment for 
our students.  The teachers dedicate countless hours beyond the school 
day, preparing engaging lessons that will not only move the needle on the 
learning scale, but also create the type of classroom environment that 
makes the students want more.  Lawton Middle School is truly blessed to 
have an amazing group of people functioning, as one unit, for the benefit 
of our blue devil students.   
   The first 60 days of the 2017-18 school year has concluded and our stu-
dents have been busy with activities ranging from band and choir concert 
preparation to sports, and learning the guiding principles of R.O.A.R. 
(responsibility, ownership, attitude, respect).  Research has shown that 
students are more likely to experience educational success when involved 

in at least one school activity and an even higher success rate when stu-
dents are involved in more than one. Our guiding principles states that 
students who accept the responsibility to be prepared for learning, take 
ownership in their learning by being engaged in the classroom, have a 
positive attitude about school and learning, and respect their peers and 
adults in their lives, have a high probability of a successful school career. 
Please help your middle school student find an engaging school activity 
that will help them ROAR.   
Synergy 
   Parents, if your son/daughter struggled academically during the first 
trimester and you have not yet logged onto Synergy, please contact the 
middle school office at 624-7610 or 624-7602 to receive your log infor-
mation and password.  Viewing your child’s grades daily is a great way to 
communicate your expectations to your child.  If they are not performing 
at the expected level, please contact the teachers either by email for 
phone.  Communication plays a huge part in the success of your children.   
   Parents, did you know that your middle school student has a 30 minute 
achievement period each day which allows them to work on homework, 
complete missing assignments, make up tests and quizzes or simply read 
for their core skills goal?  If your child is struggling with completing assign-
ments, ask them how they spend their achievement period.  If you need 
clarification, contact their achievement period teacher.   
Lawton Middle School Twitter:  @lawtonlms 

Lawton Community Schools 

 
By Holly James 

   Project Lead the Way is in full swing with LMS seventh graders.  Each 
class will experience the Automation and Robotics module of PLTW.  Here, 
they spend time investigating engineering careers, exploring how robotics 
benefit society, building mechanisms, programming, and solving real 
world challenges related to engineering, where they must create and 
program their own invention.   
   I love this course because many students have realized they CAN do 
engineering.  It has challenged them, but when they accomplish the tasks 
they have a real sense of pride.  It has fostered a new love of science 
among the students. 
   I asked the students for some thoughts on the program.   
   “PLTW is a real learning experience and it helps kids learn the ability to 
work as a team.  It gives all young minds a challenge.” –Allyayna Cramer 
   “PLTW is the ultimate engineering activity for young adults as it is very 
educational.  It is a great learning experience for older children to really 
go above and beyond on projects they design and create.” –Cassandra 
Salgado 
   “If it is hard, then you need to try harder to be successful.”-Kayden Gill 
   “PLTW is fun working with the equipment and working as a team.”-
Justin Miller 
   Students will leave this course knowing there are many different careers 
in engineering.  They have an idea what colleges have programs for engi-
neering, and what the job outlook is like.  They uncover advances made in 

medicine, agriculture, construction, etc. Students also leave the course 
with the ability to think through a challenge and find a solution.  They 
work together, providing them with teamwork skills.  They also leave 
knowing how to program, design, and construct robotics.   This has been a 
very exciting addition to Lawton Middle School’s science department.  The 
students create things that many adults never dreamed possible. 
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   Mrs. Maurer’s 8th grade science class has been 
working with cells, DNA and genetics in their 
biology unit.  They have been exploring the 
different parts and functions of plant and animal 
cells.  They have learned about how each cell 
organelle has a function to help the cell work 
and survive. With DNA and genetics, the 8th 
graders looked at their own traits and heredity 
to figure out how unique, and yet similar we 

really are to each other. They discovered how to 
use math and tools like the Punnett Square to 
predict what offspring could look like based on 
the phenotypes and genotypes of the parent 
subjects. Student also learned the genetic 
makeup of DNA and how it is composed togeth-
er.    
   In this picture students are mixing everyday 
items to extract the DNA from a strawberry. 

By Amanda Maurer 

Middle School Readers Make Awesome Gains! 
By Jennifer Osborn 

   At Lawton Middle School, the Core Skills stu-
dents are busy reading, reading, and reading! 
From the start of the school year to the end of 
the first trimester, many students increased 
their reading levels by at least one grade level; 
several even increased by two or more! 
   Specifically, at the sixth grade level, 19 of 30 
students (63%) in one fourth period class 
showed this growth. Similarly, 17 of 33 students 
(52%) in one third period seventh grade CS class 

showed this growth. Overall, 7 of 63 students 
met their initial point goal then rose to the chal-
lenge of having their point goal increased, and 
met that goal for a second time! 
   The readers at Lawton Middle School continue 
to show much perseverance and tenacity in 
meeting their reading goals. More importantly, 
they are becoming better readers with each 
passing day. Thank you to the many parents who 
value the importance of the Core Skills class, and 

to those who support and encourage their chil-
dren to read at home each evening! 
   Remember: Even as few as 15-20 minutes per 
evening can make a huge impact! 

   On November 10, middle school students and 
staff hosted their third annual Veterans Day 
breakfast. The wonderful food service staff pro-
vided the hot food, while students provided the 
warm handshakes and many heartfelt "thank-
yous." More than 30  veterans were able to 
attend, representing more than seven decades 
of service. Veterans were welcome to stay for 
the afternoon and share stories with students 
about their time in the service and why they 
chose to serve. To end the day, Dick Overton, a 
member of  VFW Post 6248, addressed our stu-
dents during an assembly. As a combat veteran 
in Vietnam, Dick impressed upon students the 
magnitude of what young men and women are 
often asked to do. It was truly a privilege to have 
so many veterans join us for the day. Once 
again, to all the veterans in our community and 
around the world, thank you for your service! 

Third Annual  Breakfast 
By Chad Kuhlmann 



   Lawton High School SADD (Students Against Destructive Decisions) 
took a trip to the Breslin Center, at MSU's campus, to participate in the 
"Find Your Grind Tour."  Here we were inspired with ideas to promote 

positivity, develop character of our students, and enhance the camara-
derie within our school.  We were also awe-stricken by the acts of kind-
ness that were shared with us from Mike Smith with his Skate for 
Change organization he started when he was in college.  He truly was a 
motivational speaker that left us wanting to be better and do better for 
ourselves and others.  
   SADD had a successful Red Ribbon Week during the last full week of 
October.  Red Ribbon Week is a movement that thousands of schools 
partake in each year to encourage young people to stay away from 
drugs. To raise awareness SADD gave each student and staff member a 
red ribbon to wear for the entire week.  We also arranged themed 
dress up days like “Get a Degree in Being Drug Free” where each stu-
dent was encouraged to wear their favorite college gear.  Finally, we 
had students sign red hands and tape them to a poster in the shape of a 
red ribbon.  This was a visual pledge that our students made to “Keep 
Our Hands Off Drugs!”  We would like to thank McDonald’s, Pin High 
Golf, and Mr. Maury (LHS cafeteria) for providing incentives for Lawton 
High School students that showed their red ribbon at these locations.   
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From The Desk of the Principal 
By Tammy Wilson, High School Principal 

The fall events at the high school have all wrapped up 
and we are already progressing in our winter sports 
season and the start of a new trimester. With a new 
trimester come new opportunities for our students. 
We are in our second year of having a FIRST Robotics 
Club and look forward to exciting competitions.  Dra-
ma Club will also be starting back up with tentative 
performance dates of March 17th and 18th. 
   Staff at Lawton High School are always looking for 

ways to provide extended opportunities for students beyond the class-
room. This year, we have four Alumni looking to give back to the stu-
dents of LHS through their Middle College Portfolio Projects.  Issac Car-

rizales and William Medsker are organizing a Lawton Community Sci-
ence Fair for middle and high school students. The event will take place 
in March but registration is happening right now.  Abigail Bratcher and 
Emily Holloway are organizing a Prom Dress Drive and are striving to 
have 50 dresses donated by December 29th with distribution to stu-
dents on February 2nd.  For more information on these two events, you 
may contact the high school office or any of the four students. 
   Lawton High School teachers and staff are proud of our students and 
their accomplishments both in and outside of the school setting.  It is 
great to see some of our young alumni giving back to their school com-
munity.   
   Keep up the Blue Devil pride! 

   October was College Application Month and Lawton High School was a 
host site this year.  All of our seniors ended the month with some plan 
for postsecondary college/training. During the month, all seniors were 
encouraged to apply to a college, trade school or some form of post-
secondary training.  After completion they had their name entered into 
a drawing for daily prizes.  We had several donations from area colleges 
such as Lake Michigan College, Kalamazoo Valley Community College, 
Southwestern Michigan College, Ferris State University, as well as the 
Army.  At the end of the month we had a grand prize drawing where 
students could win a television, tablet, blue tooth speaker or gift certifi-
cate to a local restaurant.  Every student received a prize and the grand 
prize winners were Dillon Smith, Brandon Leighton, Kenny Brigham, 
Nick Harper, Lupita Eufracio and Alexia Nickrent.  Many of our students 
also completed their FAFSA application during the month.  At the end of 
the month a total of  118 applications were sent to 31 different colleges 
with all seniors having postsecondary plans.   

College Application Month—Huge Success 
By Darcy Munro 

SADD 
By Jenny Karsen 
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District 6 MSBOA Band Festival 
By Laura Tremblay 

Seniors—Time to Complete Your Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid 
By Darcy Munro 

   October 1, 2017 is when students can fill out 
their FAFSA – Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid.  Parents will use their 2016 taxes to complete 
this form.  It is very important that all seniors 
planning to attend college in the Fall of 2018 com-
plete this as many scholarships require that the 

FAFSA be completed.   If you need assistance 
completing your FAFSA, we will be hosting a sec-
ond FAFSA Completion Night on Thursday, Janu-
ary 18, 2018 from 4:00 – 6:00 (walk-in) in the high 
school library.  There will be college reps along 
with Mrs. Munro and Mrs. Kronk to assist parents 

and their seniors in completing their FAFSA.  If 
you have any questions or need further infor-
mation, please contact Mrs. Munro at 
269.624.7806. 

   The Lawton High School Marching 
Band performed in the MSBOA Festi-
val and received a Division I rating.  
The theme this year was a “Tribute 
to the 70’s.”  Featured soloists were  
Logan Judge on trumpet, Ivy 
Strausberg on mellophone, Ema 
Somers on trombone, as well as Lyric 
Gordon with a dance solo. 
   Congratulations band! 
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Girls Basketball        Boys Basketball 
Th 1/4 Delton Kellogg H JV 5:30   Th 1/4 Delton Kellogg H F/JV 5:30/7 
Fri 1/5 Delton Kellogg H V 6:00   Fri 1/5 Delton Kellogg H V 7:30 
Th 1/11 Fennville  A JV 5:30   Th 1/11 Fennville  A JV 7:00 
Fri 1/12 Fennville  H V 6:00   Fri 1/12 Fennville  H V 7:30 
Tue 1/16 Galesburg Augusta A JV/V 5:30/7   Tue 1/16 Galesburg Augusta H JV/V 5:30/7 
Thu 1/18 K Christian  A JV 4:15   Tue 1/16 Hartford  H F 5:30 
Fri 1/19 K Christian (Homecoming) H V 6:00   Th 1/18 Kalamazoo Christian A F/JV 5:30/7 
Mon 1/22 Gobles  H JV 5:30   Fri 1/19 K Christian (Homecoming) H V 7:30 
Tue 1/23 Gobles  A V 5:30   Mon 1/22 Gobles (F-Centreville) H F/JV 5:30/7 
Th 1/25 Hackett CP  H JV 5:30   Tue 1/23 Gobles  A V 7:00 
Fri 1/26 Hackett CP  A V 6:00   Th 1/25 Hackett CP  H F/JV 5:30/7 
Th 2/1 Schoolcraft A JV 5:30   Fri 1/26 Hackett CP  A V 7:30 
Fri 2/2 Schoolcraft H V 6:00   Tue 1/30 Berrien Springs H F/JV/V 5:30/5:30/7 
Tue 2/6 Constantine A JV/V 5:30/7   Th 2/1 Schoolcraft A F/JV 4:15/7 
TH 2/8 Delton Kellogg A JV 5:30   Fri 2/2 Schoolcraft H V 7:30 
Fri 2/9 Delton Kellogg A V 6:00   Tue 2/6 Constantine H JV/V 5:30/7 
Mon 2/12 Allegan  A JV 5:00   Th 2/8 Delton Kellogg A F/JV 4:15/7 
Tue 2/13 Allegan  H V 5:30   Fri 2/9 Delton Kellogg A V 7:30 
Th 2/15 Fennville  H JV 5:30   Mon 2/12 Allegan  A F/JV 5:00/6:00 
Fri 2/16 Fennville  A V 6:00   Tue 2/13 Allegan  H V 7:00 
Tue 2/20 Galesburg Augusta H JV/V 5:30/7   Mon 2/19 Coloma  A F 4:15 
Thu 2/22 K Christian  H JV 5:30   Tue 2/20 Galesburg Augusta A JV/V 5:30/7 
Fri 2/23 K Christian  A V 6:00   Tue 2/20 Hartford (In MS Gym) A F 5:30 
M.S. Girls Basketball        Th 2/22 K Christian  H F/JV 5:30/7 
Mon 1/22 St. Monica  A  4:15   Fri 2/23 K Christian  A V 7:30 
Wed 1/24 Constantine H  5:00   Tue 2/27 Michigan Lutheran A JV/V 6/7:30 
Mon 1/29 Martin  A  5:00   Th 3/1 Watervliet  A F/JV/V 5:30/5:30/7 
Wed 1/31 Parchment  H  5:00   MS Wrestling 
Mon 2/5 Lawrence  H  5:00   Thu 1/18 SAC @ DK  A  5:00 
Wed 2/7 Fennville  H  5:00   Sat 1/20 Portage North MS INV. A  9:00 
Wed 2/14 St. Monica  H  5:00   Thu 1/25 SAC @ Gobles A  5:00 
Th 2/15 Constantine A  5:00   Thu 2/1 SAC @ Fennville A  5:00 
Mon 2/19 Martin  H  5:00   Thu 2/8 SAC @Fennville A  5:00 
Wed 2/21 Parchment  A  4:30   Thu 2/15 SAC @ Gobles A  5:00 
Mon 2/26 Lawrence  H  5:00   Thu 2/22 SAC @ Lawton H  5:00 
Wed 2/28 Fennville  A   5:00   Sat 2/24 Galesburg Invite A  9:00 
Wrestling         Fri 3/2 Watervliet Inv. A   5:00 
Sat 1/6 Parma Western Invite A  9:00   Competitive Cheer 
Wed 1/10 SAC Quad @ Gobles A  6:00   Wed 1/3 Delton Kellogg (SMCCC) A  6:00 
Thu 1/12 Coloma JV  A  6:00   Sat 1/6 Portage Central Inv. (MS) A  10:00 
Sat 1/13 Three Rivers Inv. A  9:00   Wed 1/10 White Pigeon (SMCCC) A  6:00 
Wed 1/17 SAC Tri @ Lawrence A  6:00   Sat 1/13 Gull Lake Inv (MS) A  1:00 
Sat 1/20 Bronson Inv. A  9:00   Wed 1/17 Coloma (SMCCC) A  6:00 
Wed 1/24 SAC Quad @ Constantine A  6:00   Sat 1/20 Paw Paw Inv. (MS) A  10:00 
Sat 1/27 Greater Berrien Inv. A  9:30   Mon 1/29 Lawton Inv. H  6:00 
Wed 1/29 Snow Date        Sat 2/3 Gobles (SMCCC) A  10:00 
Sat 2/3 SAC Tour. @ Coloma A  9:00   Sat 2/10 Delta Plex  A  9:30 
Thu 2/8 Team Districts@ Lawton H  6:00   Wed 2/14 Vicksburg  A  6:00 
Sat 2/11 Individual Districts@ Cassopolis A  TBA   Fri 2/16 Districts @ Lawton H  6:00 
Wed 2/15 Team Regional @    TBA               
Sat 2/18 Individual Regional @   TBA   SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE          
Fri 2/24 Team State   TBA   Volunteer for the Athletic Boosters at any home   
Thu 3/2 Individual State     TBA   contest and earn 3 admissions into Lawton Athletic Events!  
         For information contact the Lawton Athletic Department 624.7807 
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   The High School and District mission statements 
include the ideals of encouraging students to 
maintain “high expectations” and enabling them 
to “reach their potential.” The 2017 cross country 
season provided an opportunity to successfully 
embrace these values at both the team and indi-
vidual levels. 
   Prior to this season, the middle and high school 
cross country teams had been happy to contrib-
ute an average of $1,050 each year to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society through their Run Over Cancer 
Fundraiser. An enthusiastic group of middle 
school athletes and high school seniors were 
challenged to raise their expectations by setting a 
goal of $1,500. Through a great team effort of 
student-athletes, parents, relatives, school staff 
and the larger Lawton community, the program 
was able to donate $1,775 this year! Thank you to 
these business for their support: Adams Hard-
ware, Apollo Marine, Big T, Honee Bear Canning, 

Lawson Oil Co., 
   Lawton Kids First, Law-
ton Lions Club, Osborne 
Construction & Mainte-
nance, Phillips Environ-
mental Consulting Ser-
vices, Scott Trucking Ser-
vice, South Michigan 
Insurance Agency, Woodsmiths Custom Millwork. 
   The culmination of the team’s summer fundrais-
ing is the annual Kal-Haven Trail Run, where 
teammates run as far as they can to earn final 
pledges from sponsors. While this event marks 
the end of summer training and fundraising, it 
also serves as the beginning of each runner’s 
quest to reach their season “potential.” After 
narrowly missing a trips to the State Finals his first 
two seasons, junior Logan Sibley was determined 
to overcome all obstacles and punch his ticket to 
State at the regional meet. Through an exciting 

season of medal winning performances, Logan 
prepared for the mental and physical challenge of 
defeating quality competition on a demanding 
course. This year, Logan’s potential was realized 
as he became a regional medalist, going on to run 
Lawton’s 10th best all-time 5K at the State Finals, 
in 17:34. 
   Congratulations to the Lawton community and 
our student-athletes on this season’s accomplish-
ments! 
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Goals Set, Goals Met 
By Kris Bullock 

Follow Your  

The Lawton Education Foundation, Inc. 
is once again offering the Follow Your 
Dream Scholarship.  Students attending 
Lawton Community Schools (1st – 12th 

grade) may apply for money to pursue their achieve-

ment goals or dreams.  Follow Your Dream scholar-
ship money may be used toward activities or supplies 
such as summer camp, sports equipment, musical 
instruments, computers, lessons, etc.  This year’s 
applications are due on Tuesday, January 22nd.  The 

application form is available in each of the three 
school buildings, as well as on the school web-
site.  Scholarship winners will be announced at the 
annual LEF Soup and Sandwich Supper, which will be 
held on March 21st. 

LEF Soup and Sandwich Supper 

 March 21, 2018—5:00-7:00 pm 
Lawton Community Center 

 
Proceeds go to Follow Your Dream Scholarships. 

 
 

Adults—$7.00 
Senior, MS & HS Students—$6.00 

Preschool & Elementary Students—$5.00 
Two and under—Free 

Family—$25.00 (immediate family) 
 

Menu 
Soups  Sloppy Joes 

Vegetable Tray Chips/Crackers 
Dessert  Beverage 

Scholarship Applications 

Holiday Choir Concert 



Lawton Community Schools 

Office of the Superintendent 

101 Primary Way 

Lawton, MI  49065 

 

Newsletter Residents: The newsletter is published three times per year by Lawton Community Schools.  The Lawton Community School District complies with all federal laws and regulations prohibiting discrimination on 
the basis of race, ancestry, sex, age, height, weight, color, national origin, religion, marital status, political belief, or physical or mental handicap or disability in all of its programs and in employment. Inquiries or com-
plaints should be directed to the Superintendent of Schools, 101 Primary Way, Lawton, MI 49065.  269.624.7901. 

Lawton Elementary PTO 
   The 10th Annual Blue Devil Dash was held in October and raised $16,139.84 
   Congratulations to our top earner grade level winners ~ They will be going to 
lunch & ice skating with Mrs. Brown  

Kindergarten – Paylin Cornish 
1st Grade – Amelia Bradish 
2nd Grade – Payton Potter 

3rd Grade – Willow Townsend-Knight 
4th Grade – Rachel Nelson 
5th Grade – Mason Mayne 

   The top classroom (1 per grade) pledges collectively won a popcorn par-
ty:  Olson, Martin, Doll, Stull, Holder, Jellies. 
   Congratulations to Willow Townsend-Knight who raised the most pledges in 
the whole Elementary (Pre-K thru 5th Grades) - She won a Kindle Fire for her 
efforts. 
   The PTO has been busy!  
   In October we assisted with funding the 4th graders trip to the Michigan Capi-
tal.  In November the Elementary PTO sent students to the K-Wings Hockey 
game for the first Incentive day of the year as well as funding the Donuts For 
Dads activity.  We also fed our gifted teachers during their two conference 
nights!  In December since the PTO didn’t do a Holiday movie or craft event a 
Holiday Shoppe was offered to allow kids the opportunity to do some Holiday 
shopping for their family.  All gifts were under $5 and kids were able to utilize 
their math skills by managing their shopping money.   
   Coming up! 
3/2 Kids Invite Someone Special (KISS) - Coincides with the Spring book fair.  
Volunteers needed 
3/12 Elementary Conferences – PTO Provides food for staff. Volunteers needed 
3/20 Elementary Conferences – PTO Provides food for staff. Volunteers needed  
6/7 Carnival  (Rain Date 6/8).  Volunteers  needed 
 
Lawton Middle School PTO 

   Please join us for the Middle School Scholastic Book Fair 
 
 
 
 

 January 15-19 in the middle school library and online at 
http://www.scholastic.com/bf/lawtonmiddleschool 

 
Lawton Middle School Christmas Dance 2017 

Lawton High School 2017 After Prom Bash Committee and Junior Class Appre-
ciates Donors! 
   The 2017 Lawton High School Prom and After Prom Bash were great successes.  
After Prom Bash gives the students of Lawton High School a safe place to cele-
brate after Prom and was held as Craig’s Cruisers this year.  The After Prom Bash 
event is at no cost to students who attend prom.  This event would not be possi-
ble without generous donations of time and financial support from community 
members and businesses.  The After Prom Committee would like to thank all of 
the following: 
 
Lawton Pharmacy   Angela and Scott Rueff 
Fresh Perspective Home Care  Carie and Bobby Camfield 
Dave’s Concrete   Pam and Tom Stermer 
Lawson’s Oil   Darcy and Danny Munro 
Scott Trucking Service, Inc.  Estela and Sid Carrizales  
Dr. Grabowski, DDS   Marisa and Gordy Leighton  
Advanced Auto and Truck Sales, Schoolcraft Lisa and Mike Stephayn 
Lawton Valley Lines   Chris McComis 
Style Transport, Inc   Wendi Church 
Adams Hardware   Barb and Mark Holloway 
Modern Woodmen, Lee Moser and Julie Leighton  Andria and George Keister 
Big T Restaurant   Robin Gibson 
D Coy Duck’s Restaurant  Shelley Klotz 
Eagles Lodge in Paw Paw  Ginny Baldwin 
Lawton Community Center  Veronica Hill 
Walmart in Paw Paw   Kathy and Todd Hurley      
Vision Source, Mattawan  Tiffany and Willie Mauk  
Chinn Chinn Restaurant   Dawn Maynard  
Lawton Athletic Boosters  Jill Robbins   
St. Julian Winery   The Barkovich Family 
Paw Paw Brewery    Peggy Noble  
U.S. Salon Supply, Paw Paw  Heather and Jason Barr 
Tipz and Clips Salon, Paw Paw   Taylor Smith, Beautee Bow-Teke 
Tuscany Salon, Portage   Jill Simonds, Wester Dental 
Pin High Golf Course   David Blum 
Bell’s Brewery, Kalamazoo   Chris Richter  
Kalamazoo Growlers    Tapper XpressLube, Paw Paw 
Steensma Lawn & Power, Kalamazoo  Lawton Ridge Winery  
The Breakfast Place    Kalamazoo 10 Movie Theater  
Garcia Martinez Insurance, Bangor (Richard Martinez) Advance Auto Parts, Paw Paw 
Western Michigan University (Hockey and Basketball) 

 
The Lawton Junior Class wishes to recognize and thank the Lawton Lions Club for 
their generous donation of the use of the Lawton Community Center for the 
2017 Lawton High School Prom which was held on April 15, as well as Lawton 
Food Service Staff for their serving time at the Prom.  
 


