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District Champions! 

The soccer team had an outstanding season this year.  They returned all players from last year’s squad, and their pri-
mary goal this year was to become District Champions for the second time in school history.  In order to accomplish 
this, a new system was implemented to provide more scoring opportunities.  Coach Carrizales’ vision was to build skill, 
poise, and comfort with the ball among all players in a wide variety of high pressure settings.  Another goal was to learn 
to link plays to allow the team to play anywhere on the field and enjoy the game.  Coach Carrizales knew this would 
take time, but the team remained persistent and worked hard.  After a rough start, the team found themselves with a 2
-9-1 record.  The team kept working hard, and things jelled as they finished the season with seven wins in a row.  They 
played their best two games of the season in the district tournament. First, they beat Bangor in overtime with the tying 
goal at 46 seconds forcing a penalty kick shootout. The team then went on to beat undefeated conference champions 
Hartford 2-1 on a rainy windy evening to accomplish the team goal of winning a District Championship. 
 
1st Row:    Adam Holloway, James Phelps, Peyton Hurley, Grady Lycan, Landyn VanWyk, Juan Sarat, Carter Goole 
2nd Row:  Nathan Mack, Oscar Flores, AJ Coleman, Izzy Reyes, Ramiro Rodriguez, Luke Thomason 
3rd Row:   Coach Hurley, Coach Carrizales, Zack Grear, Dillan Maynard, Issac Carrizales, Nate Baldwin, Andrew O’Donnell,  
                   Andy Stermer, Joey Stermer, Coach Bugarin 



Rethinking the Traditional School Calendar 
By Christopher J. Rice, Superintendent 
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Hello and Happy Holidays to our school family and 
community.  The district, its students, and staff con-
tinue to be a great source of pride for all of us.  
Thank you to LMS Teacher Tony Karsen for his excel-
lent article demonstrating the emphasis we place on 
student leadership. 
They say if you do what you have always done, you 

will get what you have always got. Some say this is true with respect 
to school calendars which have gone largely unchanged since the 
late 1800’s. Many call this the agrarian calendar.  While summers 
off from school did allow previous generations of children to work 
on the family farm, a primary motive of the nine month school cal-
endar was to provide time in the summer for the many American 
immigrants to learn the English language. We have come a long way 
since then. The Van Buren ISD, which provides certain services and 
guidance to all schools in the county, is studying the concept of a 
“balanced calendar.” There are many ways to balance a calendar 
but in very general terms, it involves replacing some of the summer 
break period with breaks during the typical school year. The length 
of the school year (180 days) does not necessarily change. For ex-
ample, in a balanced calendar system, school might start in early to 
mid-August with scheduled weeks off in October and February. Tra-
ditional breaks during the winter holidays and spring would remain 
as well.  
   Why make such a change? Research is quite clear about the loss 
of learning that occurs for many students during the summer break. 
Reducing the length of time students are away from school can  
reduce that loss of learning. Among the other advantages of a bal-
anced calendar are anticipated reduction in student and staff ab-
sences especially during cold and flu season. Balanced calendars 
have been successfully implemented in hundreds of schools across 

the country. 
   Are there disadvantages to the 
balanced calendar? Yes. Changing 
any process, especially something as 
ingrained as the school calendar, is 
never easy. Athletic schedules, fami-
ly vacations, child care, and summer 
employment are among those 
things that can be affected by a 
shorter summer.  
     The school districts of Van Buren County have been asked to 
seek input from their communities regarding the balanced calendar 
concept. In the near future, it is quite likely that a survey will be 
developed that will allow our stakeholders an opportunity to pro-
vide input. When that survey is prepared, you will be notified via 
the school messaging system or social media. In the mean-time, feel 
free to call or email me to share your questions or thoughts.  
   Speaking of the school messaging system, it is important to re-
mind our school family of the importance of keeping your contact 
information up to date. Phone numbers and email addresses are 
our primary means of contacting you with important information 
such as school closings. If you no longer wish to receive school mes-
sages, please contact any school office or the Superintendent’s 
office (624-7901). School closing information is also provided to 
local media outlets and posted on the district Facebook and Twitter 
pages.  
   In closing, January is school board recognition month.  If you see 
one of our board members (Stephen Carroll, Bryan Cronenwett, 
Kathy Drew, Toby Fields, Wally Hitchcock, Matt Ryan, and Tim Som-
ers) please be sure to thank them for their service to our school 
district. 

Lawton Community Schools 

Did you know we serve breakfast every morning beginning at 7:25? We 
have a variety of options available for your child to choose from, includ-
ing hot breakfast sandwiches, pancakes, cereal, and even pizza. Every 
Friday we offer an oatmeal mix-in bar! A bowl of hot oatmeal that stu-
dents can top with a variety of fruits, granola and yogurt.  Included with 
each of these choices are fresh fruit, juice, and milk. 
   Did you know along with the items listed on the lunch menu, there 
are alternative choices available for students to choose from? For 
grades 1-5 the choices on any given day may include ham and cheese 
sandwiches, turkey subs, or a chef salad. Good ole’ PBJ is always availa-
ble as an option as well. All choices include a visit to our spectacular 
salad bar that is filled with healthy fruits and veggies.  
   Did you know your child may be eligible to receive their lunch (and 
breakfast) at no charge, or at a reduced price of 40 cents? Applications 
for free and reduced meals are available in the office, through our food 
service department, or on our website at  www.lawtoncs.org.   
   Did you know you can view your child’s lunch account online and also 

pay for lunch online using your credit card?  You can access your ac-
count at http://food.lawtoncs.org. E-mail Kay Walters at kwal-
ters@lawtoncs.org or Bill Maury at bmaury@lawtoncs.org to get your 
user name and password.  You will receive a 5% bonus when you de-
posit $25 or more into your child’s lunch account.  This option is availa-
ble to student accounts that have a $0 or above balance. You may also  
stop by the food service department in any of our buildings, or send 
payment in with your child in an envelope with your child’s first and 
last name on it.  If you have more than one child attending school, it is 
only necessary to write one check. Let us know how much goes into 
each child’s account and we will deposit it accordingly. Please pay by 
check.  Sending cash is at your own risk. 
   Did you know our food service staff enjoys being able to serve your 
student healthy meals with kind words and a smile? We are proud to 
be a part of the Lawton Community Schools team! Check us out on 
Facebook, Lawton Community Schools Food Services. 

Food Service Payments Available Online 
By Bill Maury 



Lawton Elementary School 
By Stephanie Brown, Elementary School Principal 
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It has been such a great 
fall. We love being back!  
We are trying new things 
to reach more parents, 
improve communication, 
and create additional 
opportunities for parents 
to be involved in our day to 

day happenings.  As you know, we expanded 
our Open House to include community 
events and resources.  This was a great 
success allowing parents and students 
access to activities and programs within our 
school and community.   
   We developed an online sign up for 
conferences.  Although there were some 
growing pains, the goal is to allow parents to 
sign up for their preferred conference time 
at their leisure.  Most parents were able to 
sign up independently.  The link for spring 
conferences is available 
and I encourage parents 
to sign up to meet with 
their child(s) teachers.  
Scan the QR code to sign 
up or visit our website. 
   To get more dads involved, we started the 
Blue Devil Dads initiative.  Our hope for this 

program was to get dads to come to school 
periodically to play with the kids on the 
playground, eat lunch in the lunch room, 
and simply be a presence in our building.  As 
with conferences, we have a sign up online.  
Both links will be shared via Facebook, 
email, and the school website.  We look 
forward to expanding this program in the 
future.  Another very popular father event 
that we added this year was Donuts with 
Dads.  We anticipated 
dads to attend, but 
never guessed we 
would have over six 
hundred dads and 
students!  What a 
great event.  We will 
plan for more people 
in the future.  Don’t 
worry moms we have 
an event coming for 
you in May! 
   Monthly, Mrs. Holder, Ms. Oswald, and 
Mr. Prine have been providing parenting 
with Love and Logic courses.  These classes 
are amazing!  The goal is to give parents 
more tools in their toolbox to handle all 
types of parenting situations.  Any time I am 
able to attend, I learn something new.  Let’s 
face it, parenting can be hard, and there is 
no handbook. This schedule is posted on 
Facebook and we will put it on the website.  
Please join them for a class.  It will be worth 
your time.   
   In addition to creating more opportunities 
to connect with parents, we want to 
improve our communication with parents.  
We felt we could give parents better 

information on what their children were 
learning by providing a Standards Based 
Report Card.  This has been a huge transition 
for us.  Instead of looking at overall grades in 
each subject area, teachers have broken 
down subjects into learning objectives or 
standards.  Our focus is getting students to 
master these standards by the end of the 
school year.  Traditional grades are averages 
of all scores earned throughout the 
trimester.  Standards based grading focus 
less on when students have mastered the 
skill and more on mastery of the skill.  With 
standards based grading students may score 
low when first learning a concept; however, 
if they have mastered the concept in the end 
the mark reflects mastery.  When grades are 
averaged, those initial scores affect their 
final score despite the fact that the child 
may now have mastered the concept.  Most 
of the concepts students are learning spiral 
throughout the year.  We teach each 
concept at its more basic level and build into 
the a higher level of that concept 
throughout the year.  The main goal is 
learning all year and working toward 
mastery of concepts by the end of the year.   
   As always, we are so very thankful for our 
amazing PTO who put on another very 
successful Blue Devil Dash.  Our PTO 
supports our students and school.  We are 
so appreciative of their time, hard work, and 
effort! 
   If you haven’t checked us out on Facebook 
or Twitter, please do!  You will find us on 
Facebook at Lawton Elementary School and 
our Twitter account is @LawtonES. 

A Trip to the Fire Station 
By Jessica Schubert 

The month of October is host to Fire Safety 
Week.  To honor this important week, the 
kindergarten classes took a walking field trip 
to visit the Lawton Fire Station.  While we 
were there, we learned how to be safe if our 
home catches on fire, what to do in an 
emergency,  looked at all of the fire equip-
ment, got to sit in the driver’s seat of one of 

the big trucks, checked out a fire hydrant 
and practiced spraying one of the large fire 
hoses.  We had a beautiful fall day, which 
made it a grand adventure!  Thank you to all 
of the volunteers at the Lawton Fire Depart-
ment who took time to make our visit hap-
pen.  We had a fantastic time!  

Education Beyond Expectations 
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   What a busy Fall! The kids enjoyed beauti-
ful weather and had many opportunities to 
play  outside. Our sidewalks have been con-
stantly decorated with beautiful chalk draw-
ings.  The book, "Creepy Carrots" by Aaron 
Reynolds was a daycare favorite.  We made 
creepy carrots to decorate our hallway.  The 
kids have had fun building with our pipe 
builders and have made everything from a 

cider mill to tents.  The preschool children 
made popcorn ball pumpkins, painted foamy 
apples, made popcorn fingers and played 
with goop.  If you are in need of child care 
for your child before, after, or during the 
school day, please contact Anne Wokeck at 
269-254-7839.  The child care center is open 
half days, no school days, and snow days. 

Lawton Kids First Daycare 
By Ann Wokeck 

Lawton Community Schools 

Lawton Elementary held their annual Hal-
loween Spooktacular on October 27th, 2016.  
With over 800 attendees, this was our larg-
est Spooktacular yet!  Lawton staff assisted 
with the event and showed up dressed as 
pirates.  Children arrived dressed in their 
favorite costumes and were able to trick-or-

treat throughout the building.  In addition to 
trick-or-treating, students participated in 
various educational activities that included-
movement activities, art, listening to stories, 
word games, making bookmarks, math sta-
tions, bowling, and food tasting.  Students 
entered their name in a drawing for prizes 

that included a bucket with books, stuffed 
animals, and other goodies.  Thank you to 
everyone that donated candy, books, stuffed 
animals, and/or volunteered their time to 
help make this event a huge success! 

Spooktacular 
By Amanda Merriman 

Cultural Education Days 
By Leslie Holder 

Third and Fourth grade students took a trip 
on September 23rd to Cultural Education 
Days in Dowagiac, Michigan.  This trip was a 
full day event that corresponds with our 
social studies unit on the history of Michi-
gan. Students learned about the Native 
American people from the Pokagon Band of 
Potawatomi.  Our day started out with sta-

tions where students learned about the 
land, history, language, and cultural tradi-
tions of the Potawatomi.  At lunchtime, we 
were served a free lunch and were given a 
free water bottle as a gift.  To close our day, 
we observed a ceremonial dance and partic-
ipated in a mini powwow. 



Lawton Middle School 
By Tim Cerven, Middle School Principal 
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Lawton Community Schools 

CONNECT           August 2016 

The first trimester has 
come to a close with some 
new and exciting things at 
Lawton Middle School.   A 
STEM (Science, Technolo-
gy, Engineering and Math) 
class was added to the 6th 
grade taught by Mr. Wil-

liams.  All 6th graders will experience this 
class focusing on using the components of 
science, technology, engineering and math 
through hands-on activities to build 
knowledge in these areas. Mr. Williams 
attended a week long training session over 
the summer in preparation for this class.   
   In addition to the STEM class, the middle 
school also partnered with our PTO to create 
a STEM Challenge Night organized by Mrs. 
Angle.  Students interested in the challenge 

night meet with Mrs. Angle and received the 
challenge information and the date of the 
challenge.  Students are expected to prac-
tice completing the challenge, at home, in 
preparation for the actual event.  The first 
challenge night was in November which 
involved building a tower out of straws, 
sticks and tape to hold a tennis ball (see 
Mrs. Angle’s article).  Over 90 students par-
ticipated in the event.  Additional challenge 
nights are scheduled each month.  A huge 
thanks to the middle school PTO for contrib-
uting funds for the cost of the pizza as well 
as the supplies for each challenge night. 
Academic Interventions 
   The middle school continues to offer read-
ing and math interventions to students who 
are below the grade level benchmark as 
indicated through assessments.  STAR Read-

ing/Math and Aimsweb are programs used 
to determine the academic levels in each 
subject. This support is part of our daily 
schedule. We are expanding the support to 
include core skills teachers which will allow 
us to assist more students as we move them 
closer to grade level scores.  The parents of 
students who qualify for interventions in 
math or reading will receive a letter stating 
this information and periodic updates on 
their child’s growth.   
Sports 
   The fall sports seasons have concluded and 
the winter sports seasons have started.  Mr. 
Richter, Athletic Director, has contacted 
many schools in an attempt to schedule split 
teams.  

Education Beyond Expectations 

LMS STEM Club 
By Marcia Angle 

On November 9, 2016 the very first STEM 
Club challenge was very well attended by 
students, PTO and parents watching in the 
bleachers.  Students formed teams prior to 
the challenge and were able to practice 
building their towers before the evening 
event.  A big thank you to the PTO for 
providing pizza, homemade cookies and pop 
before students entered the gymnasium for 
the building challenge.   
   The second challenge was to make a chair 
out of cardboard only, no glue, tape, or 
nails. 
   STEM challenges will be happening month-
ly for the rest of the school year and all par-
ticipating teams will be awarded STEM 
points  with winning teams earning addition-
al points.  Points will be tallied and prizes 
will be given at the end of the school year, 
while smaller certificates and prizes are 
awarded monthly.   It isn’t too late to form a 
team and participate!  
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Veterans Day 
By Chad Kuhlmann 

Lawton Community Schools 

The Project Lead the Way Design & Modeling 
STEM course has been a huge success at the 
6th grade level!   
   Thank you to the Monsanto group for their 
grant.  This allowed LMS to purchase 30 new 
laptops. With these computers, students have 
had opportunities to learn on-line navigational 
skills, researching strategies, as well as con-

structing 2-dimensional and 3-dimensional 
sketches using a Computer-Aided Design sys-
tem. 
  It is great to see the students engaged in their 
learning while using teamwork and collabora-
tion skills to solve higher level thinking prob-
lems. The students are excited daily, which has 
contributed to our success in the classroom! 

Monsanto Grant 
By Chad Williams 

   October 26th saw seventh graders hopping 
and jumping around the middle school, on a 
quest to find 24 frogs hidden by Mrs. Osborn. 
The bright green frogs were placed all over the 
school, including classrooms, office, gym, li-
brary and other locations in plain sight to test 
the idea that, looking and seeing are two very 
different things. This idea is proposed by Mrs. 
Sharpe, one of the main characters in the nov-
el, Chasing Vermeer, by Blue Balliett. The sev-
enth graders spent several weeks reading this 
novel in ELA, rooting for Calder and Petra to 

solve the mystery of the missing Vermeer 
painting. Student readers also learned of a 
logic puzzle called pentominoes, as well as the 
strange findings of a man named Charles Fort, 
whose writings documented, “Showers of liv-
ing things” such as frogs! 
   To play the game, student participants were 
to look high and low, working independently to 
find frogs and note their number and name on 
the sheet provided for the game. The first stu-
dent to find and correctly note all of the frogs 
received a large box filled with goodies related 

to the mystery 
novel unit, in-
cluding a set of 
books by Blue 
Balliett, treats 
in the form of 
frogs and fish, blue M&Ms (which have a rare 
and mysterious taste, according to Calder and 
Petra), and two logic puzzle games similar to 
pentominoes. The game lasted part of the 
morning, with Oscar Mancera as the ultimate 
winner. Great job, Oscar! 

Frog Hunt! 
By Jennifer Osborn 

Art Prize 
By Chad Kuhlmann 

In order to fully appreciate the great state we 
live in, it’s important that we take time to  
enjoy the festivals, programs, and facilities that 
Michigan has to offer. For the second year,  
our seventh-graders visited Art Prize. Grand 
Rapids has been hosting the event for the past 
eight years, and it is an amazing opportunity 
for students to go beyond the classroom to 
explore how our culture expresses itself 
through art. With more than 1,800 pieces on 
display, Art Prize cannot  be fully appreciated 
in one visit, and several students returned with 
family to continue the adventure. Students 

were fortunate enough to see the piece titled 
“Wounded Warrior Dogs,” which would go on 
to win the public vote and the $200,000 grand 
prize. In addition to Art Prize, seventh-graders 
also took in the sights at Meijer Gardens. Stu-
dents enjoyed the botanical gardens and the 
sculpture park while making some lasting 
memories with their friends. It was an amazing 
day! The middle school staff would like to 
thank the chaperones for their help. Without 
their involvement, these types of activities 
would not be possible. 

In honor of our military families and their ser-
vice to our country, middle school students 
and staff hosted a Veterans Day breakfast.  Our 
wonderful food service staff provided guests 
with a delicious buffet style breakfast. Many 
veterans were able to stay for the afternoon 
and share stories with students about their 

time in the service and how the experience 
changed their lives. Nearly all the veterans 
commented on how traveling helped them 
gain a sense of perspective and appreciation 
for what America has provided them. To end 
the day, an assembly was held in the auditori-
um where SFC Jason Brautigam of the Army 

National Guard was our guest speaker. It was 
truly a privilege to have so many veterans join 
us for the day. To all the veterans in our com-
munity and around the world, thank you for 
your service! 
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 By Tony Karsen 

  School is more than just working to get A’s and B’s on 
report cards, it is about developing a person into a 
better version of themselves.  The educational process 
revolves around curriculum, standards, lessons, technol-
ogy, and many meetings for all of the listed above.  Yet, 
there is more going on in Lawton School’s than meets 
the eye, something more powerful, meaningful, and in-
fluential.  It’s called leadership.  True leadership is occur-
ring in a multitude of ways and involving a broad spec-
trum of students across our district. 
     During the fall season, Varsity football players volun-
teered their time to work home middle school and rock-
et football games.  They help with managing chains, as-
sist with the concession stand, help with announcing, 
and work to build a tight rapport with the young ones in 
our district.  They also worked to pull weeds and spread 
wood chips on the elementary playground as a team.  
Six of our high school students also did mentor work 
with elementary students on Thursday mornings.  Jose 
Martinez, Tyler Mann, Emma Stephayn, Charlie Moon, 
Jason Craig, and Silviano Mata are enrolled within my 1st 
hour, Strength and Speed training class.  They have tak-
en the class in prior trimesters and have performed at a 
very high level.  During our classroom day in our class 
schedule, instead of learning repeat information, we put 
their trustworthy leadership to use.  They each were 
assigned to work with elementary students, to not only 
help with academics, but to also make a quality connec-
tion with a young person and work to boost their overall 
confidence.  This was a great success and good for all 
involved. 
     High School students, within the National Honor Soci-
ety, also brought a positive boost to the fall.  After con-
tacting a local farmer, whose apples were slightly dam-
aged by hail, our students worked numerous days to 
hand pick thousands of pounds, of these “still-great” 
honey crisp apples.  They then brought them into our 
school food program with Mr. Maury and were shared 
with all high school students.  The surplus was then do-
nated to food pantries in Kalamazoo.  This project was 

headed up by Emily Docekal, Jason Craig, and many oth-
er hard working Lawton High School students. 
     This is also the second year of Lawton Middle School’s 
PRIDE leadership class.  Students have been involved 
with some intensive peer tutoring, in which we work to 
assist our fellow classmates with any academic struggles 
they may be having.  Tutoring takes place on Mondays 
and Tuesdays and it is always a busy, professional, and 
productive time.  Students have even sacrificed some of 
their social lunch time to assist fellow peers. This is dedi-
cation. PRIDE class students have also been involved 
with a community project of labeling and charting Veter-
an headstones in the cemetery to build new official vil-
lage records.  During this process, students have been 
scrubbing and cleaning these Veteran headstones in or-
der to honor our fallen heroes.   
     Mr. Kuhlmann, with the help of middle school stu-
dents, organized a fantastic Veteran’s Day salute.  Stu-
dents invited military family members to visit our school, 
share insight, and have breakfast with the students and 
staff.  Sgt. Brautigam of the National Guard then gave us 
an inspirational and patriotic message to close the day 
and our entire middle school student body demonstrat-
ed great respect and honor throughout the duration of 
that special day. 
     We often hear about all of the negative in society but 

there is still a lot of good.  Students getting involved 

within their school and performing acts of positive lead-

ership promotes ownership and ownership promotes 

personal and school pride.  I know there are many more 

great leadership examples within our district, the above 

listed are just a few examples.  We must continue to 

push kids to gain confidence through leadership roles, to 

truly learn and move forward as human beings and qual-

ity citizens.  Ronald Reagan once said, “Evil is powerless 

if the good are unafraid.”  The good have to continue to 

step up, work hard, and lead.  I know that will continue 

to happen in Lawton Schools.    
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Lawton High School 
By Tammy Wilson, High School Principal 

   The fall events at the high school have all 
wrapped up, and we are already progressing in our 
winter sports season and the start of a new tri-
mester. It seems like we just started back to school 
and we are already in our second trimester. The 
fall sports season was an exciting one as we 
wrapped up post-season play by celebrating an 
exciting District Championship in Boys’ Soccer. We 
anticipate just as much excitement in our winter 

season as girls’ basketball, boys’ basketball, wrestling, and competi-
tive cheerleading begin.  
   Staff at Lawton High School are always looking for ways to provide 
extended opportunities for students beyond the classroom.  This 
year, we have started our FIRST Robotics Club that will begin in Jan-
uary under the direction of high school math teacher, Mr. Schmidt.  

We received the 2017 FIRST Robotics Rookie Competition Grant in 
the amount of $4,000.  This money will be used for supplies associ-
ated with robot building and covers costs for the robotics competi-
tions. For more information about FIRST Robotics, go to 
www.firstinspires.org.  If you would like more information about the 
Lawton High School team, contact Mr. Schmidt at 
mschmidt@lawtoncs.org.  
   At Lawton High School, our staff takes a proactive and positive 
approach to ensure the success of all students. High standards for 
achievement and a positive learning environment are important 
components to a successful school year.  All students are encour-
aged and rewarded for following the Lawton High School behavior 
expectations:  Be Respectful, Be Responsible, and Be Safe. 
   Keep up the Blue Devil pride! 

El Mundo Español de LHS 
By Brian Dewey 

On September 17th, 2016 both the National Honor Society and National 
Art Honor Society joined forces with the Downtown Development Associ-
ation in Lawton to help decorate the town for this fall. We could not 
have asked for a better group of high school students that took pride in 
their community to help with the displays around town. A special thank 
you to the DDA, which invited us to help and join the festivities!  
   Lawton High School art students also had the opportunity to experi-
ence Art Prize in Grand Rapids this fall! Students had an adventurous day 
exploring many museums, outdoor sculpture exhibits, and even meeting 
some artists in person. This field trip was such a great experience for our 
students to see art from all around the world as well as the many differ-
ent styles of art. Our students had a wonderful experience touring Grand 
Rapids and seeing as much art as time allowed! 

GO BLUE! 

It has been a great start to the year in el mundo Español at Lawton 
High School.  Over the summer it was great to have the opportunity 
to take students to Spain for a week where they were able to use 
their Spanish to successfully function in restaurants, stores, in the 
hotels and on the streets.  It was awesome to see them grow in the 
language and shine using information from class in the real world. 
   This year will be an exciting one, as we are starting the first two 
trimesters with Spanish 1, 2 and 3. In level 1, students will be learn-
ing about how to talk about themselves, the weather, school and 
their families.  Level 2 will be talking about their families, doing 
chores around the house, professions and giving directions on a 
map.  Finally, level 3 will be discussing events that happened over 
the summer, school activities, making invitations, complaining, and 

apologies.  All these skills are excellent to be able to do in a foreign 
language, especially the material covered in Spanish 3.  Those are 
fun units.  This year we will be offering a level four class, so students 
will now have the opportunity to take a Spanish class every year of 
their high school careers.  
   I look forward to another great year and am pumped to see how 
we can continue to grow the language program at Lawton High 
School. 

HS Students Get Involved with the Downtown Development 

Association and Visit Art Prize 
By Lesli Wardell 
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“For it is in giving that we receive.” ― St. Francis of Assisi 
The opportunity to give and receive made Lawton’s cross country 
season one for the memory books. 
   The fall saw the Blue Devils sharing a gift of hope through their 4th 
annual “Run Over Cancer” fundraiser and receiving a well-earned, 
first-ever trip to the girls’ Division 3 State Finals. 
   During the summer, middle and high school runners combined 
efforts with family, friends and local businesses to once again raise 
money for cancer research. The campaign culminated with the an-
nual run on the Kal-Haven Trail, which saw twenty-two participants. 
A total of 278 miles were run on August 13th, including 26 miles by 
both Clare Lycan and Logan Sibley. Thanks to everyone for their 
support and contributions that allowed us to present a gift of $950 
to the American Cancer Society. 
   Those long summer miles paid big dividends in the fall as middle 
school runners Jacob Caldwell, Addi Modderman and Natalie Torres 
received top-ten medals in multiple races. In similar fashion, the 
high school girls team brought first place trophies home from Bridg-
man, New Buffalo, Decatur and Bangor. 
   As rewarding as those wins were, the girls knew the real prize 

would be a trip to the 
State Finals – a gift 
last earned by Lawton 
in Division 4 during 
the 2011 season. 
After missing that 
opportunity last year 
by a single point, the 
girls were determined 
to stretch their run-
ning gifts to the max. 
The team, comprised 
of regional medalists 
Megan Dopheide and Clare Lycan, along with Alissa Waite, Katie 
McKee, Katelynn Welch, Kendra Hudson and Paige Robbins had 
solid performances top to bottom and finished third at Buchannan’s 
Division 3 regional, securing a return to State. Donning their state 
qualifier shirts, the girls knew that they had received a great gift -  
the memory of meeting a team goal by striving to reach their individu-
al best.  

Some great websites to search for scholarships are: 
Salliemae.com/scholarshipsearch 

Bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search 
Fastweb.com/collage-scholarships 

   Log onto these sites and have your student create a profile.  Your 
student will then receive email alerts that will match them up with 
scholarships.  DO NOT EVER PAY FOR A SCHOLARSHIP.  There are 

many scams out there that ask for a fee to help you find a scholar-
ship.  You should not have to pay money to get money! 
   Have your student stop in the guidance office on a regular basis.  
There are usually various scholarships available on our scholarship 
board.  In March 2017 we will be posting the local scholarships that 
are available to students. 

2016 Cross Country: A Season of Giving and Receiving  
By Kris Bullock 

Seniors:  Complete your                  Now! 
By Darcy Munro 

Seniors attending college in the Fall of 2017 may complete their 
FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) now.  The law has 
changed.  In previous years, students could not apply for the FAFSA 
until after January 1 of the year that they were attending college.  It 
can now be done any time after October 1 of the year prior to when 

they attend college.  Students attending college in the Fall of 2017, 
should complete their FAFSA now.  When completing your FAFSA, 
you will use your income taxes from 2015.  If you need assistance 
completing your FAFSA, please contact Mrs. Munro in the Guidance 
Office at 269-624-7806. 

College Application Week 

Lawton High School celebrated College Application Week during the 
week of October 24 – October 28.  When a student applied for col-
lege or shared their post-secondary plans, their names were placed 
in a drawing for prizes donated by various colleges and the military.  
By the end of the week, all seniors had post-secondary plans and 

everyone walked away with a prize!  These plans included, but are-
not limited to, applying for college or a skilled trade program or 
joining the military.  To date, the guidance office has processed 
over 140 college applications.   

 Searches 
By Darcy Munro 
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Girls Basketball      Boys Basketball    
11/28 Fennville  A JV/V 5:30/7:00  12/6 Gobles  A JV/V 5:30/5:30/7:00 
12/2 Kalamazoo Christian A JV/V 6/7:30  12/8 Hartford  A F/JV 5:30/7 
12/6 Gobles  H JV/V 5:30  12/9 Hartford  H V 7:30 
12/8 Hartford  A JV 5:30  12/13 Schoolcraft  H F/JV/V 5:30/5:30/7:00 
12/9 Hartford  H V 6:00  12/15 Delton-Kellogg A F/JV 4:15/7:00 
12/13 Schoolcraft  A JV/V 5:30/7:00  12/16 Delton-Kellogg H V 7:30 
12/15 Delton-Kellogg A JV 5:30  1/5 Hackett CP  H F/JV 5:30/7:00 
12/16 Delton-Kellogg H V 6:00  1/6 Hackett CP  A V 7:30 
1/5 Hackett CP  H JV 5:30  1/9 Marcellus (F-South Haven) H F/JV 5:30/7:00 
1/6 Hackett CP  A V 6:00  1/10 Marcellus  A V 7:00 
1/9 Marcellus  H JV 5:30  1/12 Constantine  A JV 7:00 
1/10 Marcellus  A V 5:30  1/13 Constantine  H V 7:30 
1/12 Constantine  A JV 5:30  1/16 Allegan  H F/JV 5:30/7:00 
1/13 Constantine  H V 6:00  1/17 Allegan  A V 7:00 
1/16 Allegan  H JV 5:30  1/19 Centreville  A F 4:30 
1/17 Allegan  A V 5:30  1/20 Galesburg Augusta  Homecoming JV/V 6/7:30 
1/20 Galesburg Augusta  Homecoming JV/V 7:30/6:00  1/24 Martin  H JV/V 5:30/7:00 
1/24 Martin  H V 5:30  1/26 Kalamazoo Christian A F/JV 5:30/7:00 
1/26 Kalamazoo Christian A JV 4:15  1/27 Kalamazoo Christian H V 7:30 
1/27 Kalamazoo Christian H V 6:00  1/31 Schoolcraft  A F/JV/V 4:15/5:30/7:00 
1/31 Schoolcraft  H JV/V 5:30/7:00  2/2 Delton-Kellogg H F/JV 5:30/7:00 
2/2 Delton-Kellogg H JV 5:30  2/3 Delton-Kellogg A V 7:30 
2/3 Delton-Kellogg A V 6:00  2/9 Hackett CP  A F/JV 5:30/7:00 
2/9 Hackett CP  A JV 5:30  2/10 Hackett CP  H V 7:30 
2/10 Hackett CP  H V 6:00  2/14 Eau Claire (F Home Centreville) A/H F/JV/V 5:30/5:30/7:00 
2/14 Eau Claire  H V 6:00  2/16 Constantine  H JV 7:00 
2/16 Constantine  H JV 5:30  2/17 Constantine  A V 7:30 
2/17 Constantine  A V 6:00  2/20 Saugatuck  A F/JV 4:15/7:15 
2/20 Saugatuck  A JV 5:30  2/21 Saugatuck  H V 7:00 
2/21 Saugatuck  H V 5:30  2/23 F Home  vs. Coloma/ JV at G-A H/A F/JV 5:30/7:00 
2/23 Galesburg Augusta A JV 5:30  2/24 Galesburg Augusta A V 7:30 
2/24 Galesburg Augusta A V 6:00  2/28 Lawrence  H F/JV/V 5:30/5:30/7:00 
Week 2/29 Districts      3/2 Kalamazoo Christian A F/JV/V 4:15/5:30/7:00 
Middle School Girls Basketball     Middle School Boys Basketball    
1/25 Coloma  A  5:00  11/14 Bangor  H  5:00 
1/30 Decatur  H  5:00  11/16 Coloma  A  5:00 
2/1 Hartford  A  5:00  11/21 Decatur  H  5:00 
2/6 Schoolcraft  H  5:00  11/22 Hartford  8th-H/7th-A  5:00 
2/8 Marcellus  A  5:00  11/28 Schoolcraft  8th-A/7th-H  5:00 
2/13 Constantine  A  5:00  11/30 Marcellus  A  5:00 
2/15 Hartford  H  5:00  12/5 Constantine  A  5:00 
2/20 Watervliet  A  5:00  12/7 Hartford  8th-A/7th-H  5:00 
2/22 Marcellus  H  5:00  12/12 Watervliet  8th-H/7th-A  5:00 
2/27 Decatur  A  5:00  12/14 Marcellus  H  5:00 
3/1 Bangor  H  5:00  Middle School Wrestling       
Wrestling          1/19 SAC @ Galesburg A  5:00   
12/7 Quad @ Harper Creek A  5:00  1/21 Portage North MS Invite A  9:00 
12/10 Allegan Invite A  9:00  1/26 SAC @ Schoolcraft A  5:00 
12/17 Gull Lake Invite A  9:30  2/2 SAC @ Lawton H  5:00 
12/21 Galesburg/Schoolcraft H  6:00  2/9 SAC @Gobles A  5:00 
12/29 Lawton Invite H  9:00  2/16 SAC @ Constantine A  5:00 
1/4 SAC Quad @Marcellus A  6:00  2/18 Galesburg Invite A  8:00 
1/7 Parma Western Invite A  9:00  2/23 SAC @ Coloma A  5:00 
1/11 SAC Quad @ Delton-Kellogg A  6:00  2/25 Coloma Invite A  9:00 
1/12 Coloma JV  A  6:00  3/2 Watervliet Invite A 
1/14 Three Rivers Invite A  9:00  Competitive Cheer     
1/18 SAC Quad @ Constantine A  6:00  12/6 Paw Paw (MS only) A  TBA   
1/21 Bronson Invite A  9:00  12/12 Portage Northern (MS only) A  6:00  
1/25 SAC Quad @ Martin A  6:00  12/17 Gobles (MS)  A  10:00 
1/28 Greater Berrien Invite A  9:30  1/4 Bloomingdale (SMCCC) A  6:00 
2/1 Snow Date      1/7 Portage Central Invite (MS) A  10:00 
2/4 SAC Tourney @ Coloma A  9:00  1/11 Lawton (SMCCC) H  6:00 
2/8 Team Districts  A  TBA  1/14 Pewamo Westphalia Invite  A  1:00 
2/11 Individual Districts  H  TBA  1/18 Gobles (SMCCC) A  6:00 
2/15 Team Regional     TBA  1/21 Paw Paw Invite (MS) A  9:00 
2/18 Individual Regional    TBA  1/30 Lawton Invite H  6:00 
2/24 Team State    TBA  2/4 Delton-Kellogg (SMCCC) A  10:00 
3/2 Individual State   TBA  2/11 Delta Plex  A  9:30 
       2/15 Vicksburg  A  6:00 
         2/17 Districts @ Lawton H  6:00 
         
     ALL ATHLETIC EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE   
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Education Beyond Expectations 

We have a new dentist coming to see our Lawton students. The friendly people 
at Community Dental Clinics, part of Van Buren/Cass Health Department, are 
taking their services on the road. In January we will see them in the elementary 
classrooms to share their enthusiasm about having clean teeth. Then in March 
they’ll return to work their magic. Services they provide besides cleaning are x-
rays, fluoride treatment, sealant, and fillings.  At their facilities in Mattawan, 
Hartford, and Dowagiac, they can do other things as well. 
   Watch for registration forms to come home in January. The rest of the infor-
mation will be with the forms. Community Dental Clinics accepts payment in 
many forms such as Medicaid, Delta Dental, Healthy Kids Dental, MIChild, and 
BCBS MIChild as well as the other standard methods.  
   If you have questions, call Laura Woodruff at 269-624-7505 or 269-624-7607, 
or email lwoodruff@lawtoncs.org 

See a Dentist without Leaving School 
By Laura Woodruff 

LEF Follow Your Dream Scholarship 

Soup and Sandwich Supper 

Lawton Education Foundation, Inc. is offering the “Follow Your Dream” Scholar-
ship.  Students attending Lawton Community Schools (1st–12th grade) may 
apply for money to pursue their goals or dreams.  “Follow Your Dream” scholar-
ship money may be used toward activities or supplies such as a summer camp, 
sports equipment, musical instruments, computers, lessons, etc. Applications 
can be found in every building office and at www.lawtoncs.org.  The application 
deadline is January 24. Scholarship winners will be announced at the annual LEF 
Soup and Sandwich Supper to be held on March 15, 2017. 

Lawton Athletic Boosters 

L.A.B. is a small group of parents, with students active in Lawton sports.  We 
raise money, mainly through concession stands, to help keep down the cost of 
sports for everyone.  During the 2015-2016 school year we donated 
 

$4,800 Varsity Volleyball $1,000 Competitive Cheer 
$1,000 Sideline Cheer  $300 Cross Country 
$1,000 Soccer  $1,000 Baseball 
$1,770 Wrestling  $1,300 Softball 
$4,560 Varsity Football 
 

We could not do this without the support of our community!  We are always in 
need of volunteers for our concession stands!  We do not expect you to miss 
your athlete’s events.  For example, if you have a freshman volleyball player, 
you could volunteer during a junior varsity or varsity game.  We understand 
your time is valuable.  For every shift worked in one of our concession stands, 
you will receive a punch pass good for 3 free entries into any regular season 
home game.   
 

To sign up go to http://signup.com/go/2eukV2 
lawtonboosters@yahoo (email) 
Jennifer Robertson-269.615.0304 
Krysti Druckenbrodt 317.695.7545 
Dawn Maynard 269.823.4770 

March 15, 2017—5:00-7:00 pm 
Lawton Community Center 

Adults—$7.00 
Senior, MS & HS Students—$6.00 

Preschool & Elementary Students—$5.00 
Two and under—Free 

Family—$25.00 (immediate family) 
Proceeds will go to the Follow Your Dream Scholarships. 

Menu 
Soups  Sloppy Joes 

Vegetable Tray Chips/Crackers 
Dessert  Beverage 

Looking for Work? 

Lawton Schools is in need of motivated individuals for the positions of bus driver 
and substitute teacher. Paid training provided for bus drivers, no experience 
necessary. Contact Denise Cody at 624-7901 for more information.  

VFC Mobile Food Pantry 

Valley Family Church distributes free supplemental groceries to families in SW 
Michigan at Lawton Elementary School the fourth Saturday of each month from 
10:00-11:00; doors open at 9:15 am. 

 

 January 28   May 27 
 February 25  June 24 
 March 25   July 22 
 April 22   August 26 

 

Stuff the Bus 

Thank you Lawton Community!  What a great community partnership between 
the school, Wagoner’s, United Way, and the Girl Scouts.  The bus was full of 
food. 
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Lawton Elementary & Middle School PTO 
 
Lawton Elementary News 
 In late September the Elementary School held the 9th annual Blue Devil Dash 
and raised $11,090.23.  Thank you to families for your support – Every little bit 
helps to support community involvement and provides learning opportunities 
for our children.   
 
The Blue Devil Dash highest pledge earners per grade will be going on a limo ride 
with Mrs. Brown to have lunch and visit the Air Zoo – Congratulations to our 
winners: 

Kindergarten – Brock Peterson 
1st Grade – Nora Stull 

2nd Grade - Emily Schubert 
3rd Grade – Caleb McLemore 

4th Grade – Ethan Marr 
5th Grade – Nickolaus Schubert 

 
The funds raised will be used to purchase new technology for classrooms and 
other miscellaneous teacher needs.  The PTO will also financially support school 
activities and family events such as   
Donuts With Dads 
Movie Night 
Muffins With Moms 
KISS Day 
Carnival  
Incentive day(s) 
Field trips 
The Kalamazoo Orchestra Petting Zoo 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enjoy the Holidays ~ Savor the break and look for information regarding KISS 
(Kids Invite Someone Special) and Book Fair to be sent home at the end of Feb-
ruary (This event is scheduled for Friday, March 3). 
  If you have any questions or would like more information about the PTO, 
please contact any one of the board members. 
 
President:  Shawn Marr 269-624-9614 / shawn@marr-family.net 
Vice President:  Trisha Nelson 269-624-6182 / nelsontrisha@yahoo.com 
Treasurer:  Wendy Pursley 269-624-2075 / wendypursley2002@yahoo.com 
Secretary:  Nicole Finkler 269-624-2678 / daynicole@gmail.com 
Teacher Request Liaison:  Cheryl Modderman 269-624-1978 / bcmodderman@yahoo.com 
Fundraiser Coordinator:  Sarah Greenway 269-624-2505 / tsgreenway@sbcglobal.net 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Lawton Middle School News 
We had a wonderful turn out for our 2nd Annual Holiday Craft Bazaar on Nov. 
12th.  Thank you to all of our volunteers, bakers, people who purchased raffle 
tickets, and attendees.  We look forward to seeing you all again next year on the 
2nd Saturday in November. 
November was the first STEM Club Challenge, hosted by Mrs. Angle and the 
MSPTO.  It was a huge success, with 30 teams and 75 kids participating!   The 
students competed by making a tower out of craft sticks that could support a 
tennis ball.  The tallest tower won, at 49cm!  The December 6th challenge will be 
making a chair out of cardboard that will support a team member.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Place Team ~ Butter Nubs 
Cameron Fish, Savannah Swinehart, and Hannah Swinehart  

 
 
 
January 16th is the middle school book fair in the media center (library).  The fair 
will run all that week.  Stop in and grab a good book for a long winter’s night and 
help us to earn free books for our students.  
Save the date.  Bring a friend for a fun afternoon of basketball at Wing’s.  In 
January every middle school student will be given a free ticket to a Kalamazoo 
Cobras basketball game on January 22 at 2pm at Wing’s Stadium.  10% of the 
ticket sales for this game will be given to our MSPTO.  Just tell them you are 
supporting Lawton Middle School Students when you purchase additional tick-
ets.   
 

2017 MS PTO Meeting Schedule 
January 5, 2017 

February 2, 2017 
March 2, 2017 
April 13, 2017 
May 4, 2017 
June 1, 2017 

 
Email us: LawtonMSPTO@gmail.com Like us on Facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/groups/797882380337437/  
 
 


