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Farewell Seniors; Hello Students! 

School Open House August 25th
 

Elementary  5:30—6:30 
Middle School  5:00—6:00 
High School  4:30—5:30 
 

School Offices Open 
 

All buildings will be open Monday-Thursday starting August 22 from 
8:00—11:30 and 1:00—3:00.  We will be closed the morning of August 25 
and all day September 2. 
 

Daily School Schedules & Phone Numbers 
 

  Start Time End Time  Phone Number 
Elementary 8:00  3:03  624.7500 
Middle School 8:00  2:55  624.7600 
High School 8:00  2:50  624.7800 
LAAC  8:00  2:50  624.7542 
 

Meal Prices 
 

 Reduced Reduced 
 Breakfast Breakfast Lunch Lunch        Milk 
Elementary $2.00 .30 $2.50 .40 .50 
Middle School $2.00 .30 $3.00 .40 .50 
High School $2.00 .30 $3.00 .40 .50 
 

Breakfast and lunch will be available in each building the first day of 
school.  Students planning to eat breakfast should arrive 20 minutes 
before class begins. 
 

Transportation 
 

Buses will run on Tuesday, September 6.  Students registered to ride the 
bus last year are automatically registered to ride the bus this year.  
Shuttle students should arrive no later than 7:40 at the elementary to 
shuttle to the other schools.  The Transportation Director can be 
reached at 269.624.7909.  A district representative will also be available 
at the Elementary Open House to answer your transportation ques-
tions. 
 

Did you Change your Address or Phone Number? 
 

Please contact your building secretary if your address or phone number 
has changed. Important information is often shared via mail and school 
messenger.  Accurate information is vital for communications and also 
in an emergency. 

Photo Credit Scott Whitworth Photography 
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As we prepare for the upcoming school year, I 
find myself reflecting on our mission and as-
sessing our progress toward achieving it.  
   Lawton Community Schools exists to provide 
meaningful opportunities that challenge each 
student to reach their potential. Through strong 
connections with students, families, and the com-

munity, we will prepare our students with the 21st Century Skills 
necessary to compete in a global economy. 
   Many of these 21st Century Skills are new and ever-evolving 
such as technological literacy. Such skills 
are certainly important and worthy of our 
ongoing attention. But perhaps we need 
to step back for a moment and reflect 
upon those skills connected to the core 
principles that provided the foundation 
for our great nation.  
   In the tumultuous months following our 
country’s declaration of independence 
from Britain in 1776, Thomas Paine uttered these famous words, 
“These are the times that try men’s souls.” 
   Two-hundred and forty years later, the heartbreaking events 
of 2016 are also trying the souls of men, women and children in 
our great nation and around the world. In light of these events I 
have wrestled with how, as a school and community leader, I am 
obligated to respond. The easy thing to do is nothing at all. But I 
cannot in good conscience sit back and not acknowledge the 

trials our country is currently facing. We all mourn the individu-
als who have lost their lives due to senseless violence and the 
countless number of people affected.  
   Those who ignore the rule of law and choose violence should 
not and cannot define us as Americans. Individuals should be 
held accountable for their actions, but no act of violence should 
be used to condemn all members of any race, religion or occu-
pation. Losing sight of these things will not move us forward. 
   So what is the appropriate response for schools and communi-
ties? My answer may seem simple but I believe it to be true. It 

seems we have forgotten the golden rule – treat 
others as we wish to be treated. Back in 1776, lead-
ers like Paine and Jefferson believed that if we com-
mitted ourselves to ideals such as the common 
good, all citizens could enjoy life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. So that shall be our response. 
We will teach our children to appreciate our diversi-
ty. We will teach our children to love and not hate. 
We will teach them to love their country and to re-

spect life and authority. We will teach them to care for and re-
spect one another. 
   These critical values are timeless and have strengthened our 
democracy for over two-hundred years.  
   Lawton Community Schools welcomes the return of our stu-
dents and the opportunity to help each of them become re-
spectful, responsible 21st Century citizens and leaders. 

Lawton Community Schools 

   Lawton Kids First Daycare is a child care center that serves 
children ages 3-12 years old.  The child care center offers sum-
mer, before school, and after school care. We are open on days 
when school is not in session as well as snow days.  We also 
offer care for preschool students after their class or in between 
the days of preschool. The center is open Monday through Fri-
day from 6:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.  The center is located at the school 

which makes for easy transition in the morning to class or at the 
end of the day from class to the center.  We will make sure your 
child gets to any after school activities that are located at the 
elementary.  For more information or to enroll your child please 
contact Anne Wokeck (owner/director) at 269-254-7839 or 
awokeck@lawtoncs.org.  

Lawton Kids First Daycare 

Lawton Lions 

Community Activities 
   Lawton Lions Club Community Thanksgiving Dinner will be held Sunday, 
November 20, 2016 at the Lawton Lions Heritage Community Center, 646 
North Nursery Street from 11:00 am-2:00 pm.  Free to public—Donations 
Welcome.  There will be NO take-out orders. 
   In addition, on December 12th meet at 6:00 at the Lawton Lions Herit-
age Community Center for Christmas Community Singing! 

Important Dates 
Fall 2016 

August 19 Lawton Athletic Golf Outing 
August 25 HS Freshmen Orientation 
August 25 Open House 
September 6 First Day of School (full day) 
September 30 Elementary Blue Devil Dash (10/6 rain date) 
October 7 Homecoming 
October 10, 12, 14 Elementary Conferences 
October 12-13 High School and Middle School Conferences 
October 14 Half Day 
November 23-25 No School—Thanksgiving Break 
December 19-  
January 2 No School—Holiday Break 

“...Perhaps we need to step back 

for a moment and reflect upon 

the core principals that provided 

the foundation for our great 

nation.” 



Lawton Elementary School 
By Stephanie Brown, Elementary School Principal 
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We are very excited to get 
the 2016-2017 school year 
started!  Each fall we love 
welcoming our students 
and their families back to 
Lawton Elementary School.  
Our back to school open 
house will be Thursday, 

August 25 from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  
Please mark this date and time on your 
calendars to bring your child to the school to 
meet his or her teacher and see their 
classrooms.  We also have some other 
special surprises in store, so be sure to 
attend.  Class lists will be posted Monday, 
August 22 at 3:00 p.m.   
   As we look forward to a fresh new year, I 
would like to celebrate some of the 
wonderful things that took place at the end 
of last school year.  We had our first ever 
Senior Walk, where our graduating senior 
class walked through the elementary school 
and playground, while our elementary 
students cheered and clapped for them.  
What a great way to celebrate those seniors 
as well as inspire our elementary students.  
It was very cool!   

   We were also fortunate to have the 
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi visit our third 
grade students to share their history and 
culture.   

   In addition, we took the students to a 
Kalamazoo Growlers game for our last 
incentive day.  Our older students 
experienced some great STEM 
demonstrations and activities prior to the 
game.   

   Finally, our school Carnival was another 
huge success!  We are so lucky to have  
amazing PTO, parents, families, and 
community members that come together to 
put on such a special end of the year 
celebration for our children! 

   At Lawton Elementary, we emphasize 
learning in every way including outside of 
the traditional classroom.  Did you know 
that each grade level takes at least two field 
trips every year? In fact, our students took  

approximately fourteen fieldtrips school- 
wide PreK-5th grade.  We value the 
opportunity for our students to learn 
outside of the classroom by visiting a variety 
of community and special events.  In a time 
where budgets are very tight, we 
understand how fortunate we are to be able 
to give our students these experiences.  This 
is largely due to the overwhelming support 
of both our PTO and our families.  Thank you 
for your continued support.  Your children 
benefit greatly from these additional 
learning opportunities.   
   In the upcoming year, one of our focuses  
will be family engagement.  Our teachers 
and I worked in May and June to revamp our 
School Improvement Plan to maintain and 
improve upon our Power Hour (also known 
as Multi-tiered System of Supports). This will 
allow students to get more help when 
needed as well as to receive extension 
activities for more challenges.   
   Last year, we hosted the Parent Explore 
Night and this year, we plan to expand upon 
that idea to provide parent sessions and 
activities throughout the year.  These will 
include a variety of topics from “Love and 
Logic” to “Helping Your Child with 
Mathematics.” Stay tuned for more 
information! 
   As I mentioned previously, we could not do 
many of the things we do without the 
support of our PTO and our families.  Our 
PTO runs a wonderful fundraiser called the 
Blue Devil Dash that is fun and healthy, and 
all of the proceeds go to our school.  The 
Blue Devil Dash will be Friday, September 
30.  Our PTO is always looking for families to 
help with the Dash.  The funds raised 
support technology purchases in addition to 
all of the activities our PTO coordinates for 
our children.  Again, mark your calendars! 
If you haven’t checked us out on Facebook 
or Twitter, please do!  You will find us on 
Facebook at Lawton Elementary School and 
our Twitter account is @LawtonES. 

Education Beyond Expectations 
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   Our 2nd graders wrote letters to 89 
World War II and Korean veterans that 
flew on the Indy Honor Flight from Indian-
apolis to Washington D.C. on April 23. My 
87 year old dad, Carroll Zartman of Plym-
outh, IN,—a Korean War veteran—was 
lucky enough to be selected to the flight! 
The students watched the 2015 YouTube 
video of the touching event so they under-
stood that each veteran would open a 
"mail bag" with at least 40 thank you 

letters to read on their return flight home. 
The students were so excited to be a part 
of the surprise for the veterans. Upon his 
return, he wrote a thank you letter to the 
2nd graders stating that..."many of you 
said you hoped to serve your country 
some day. In the meantime you can honor 
and respect the American flag and be the 
best student possible." 
   Sadly, Mr. Zartman died on June 26. At 
his funeral visitation, two other veterans 

who flew on the Honor Flight specifically 
wanted to thank Lawton's 2nd graders for 
their thoughtful letters of appreciation. 

   On Friday, March 18, 2016, the 54th 
Annual Kindergarten Circus arrived at the 
Lawton High School Owen Bray Auditori-
um.  There were 65 circus performers 
from the classrooms of Mrs. Dietrich, 
Miss Lauri, and Mrs. Schubert.  Acts such 
as the Wooly Wildcats, the Amazing Acro-
bats, the Jovial Jugglers, and the Bikers 
awed those in attendance.  The perform-
ers did an amazing job!  It has become a 
wonderful tradition, at Lawton Elemen-
tary that bonds many students and par-
ents, as the parents recall what they were 
the year the kindergarten circus came to 
town.  The circus was a fabulous finale to 
all of the practicing that had taken place 
in the kindergarten classrooms during the 
months of January and February! 
   A GIANT thank you to the many parents 
who helped with daily circus practice, 

making sure every act knew each step of 
their performance; to the moms who 
helped fix, mend, and create new cos-
tumes; to the parents who helped watch 
students during circus week at the high 
school; to Mrs. Resseguie teaching the 
circus songs; to Mrs. Allison for playing at 
the circus; to the students and volunteers 
who supervised students the night of the 
circus; to the maintenance staff for mov-
ing all of the equipment from building to 
building, and to the Associates in Action 
Team from the West Main Kohl’s for vol-
unteering to help do whatever was need-
ed at the circus.  Along with providing 
volunteers, our kindergarten program 
received a $500 grant from Kohl’s as part 
of their pledge to give back to the com-
munity.  The circus is definitely a commu-
nity event that takes more than just the 

students and a few teachers to pull off.  
We so greatly appreciate the help from 
everyone involved!  

The Circus is Here, The Circus is Here! 
By Jessica Schubert 

Second Graders Connect with Veterans 
By Susan Doll 

A Visit to the Pantry 
By Jessica Schubert 

   In Social Studies, the Kindergarten clas-
ses learn about helping others and making 
a difference in the community.  We con-
nected with Nellie DeLong, from Eleanor’s 
Pantry in Paw Paw.  The Kindergarten stu-
dents offered a donation of at least one 
food item to the pantry.  We got a tour 
and learned about how people “shop” for 
food at the pantry.  The pantry holds all 

sorts of foods, from fresh garden items to 
jars of peanut butter and boxes of maca-
roni and cheese.  Our students also 
learned that all items in the store are FREE 
to those who need it.  It is donations and 
volunteers that make a place like Elea-
nor’s Pantry possible!  What an amazing 
experience for our little ones!  They 
learned that their one box or can of food 

can make a difference – even kinder-
gartners can change the world!   



School Initiatives 
By Tim Cerven, Middle School Principal 
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 Greetings and welcome Law-
ton Middle School students 
and parents to the 2016-17 
school year.  The middle 
school staff is looking forward 
to an exciting and productive 
school year as we continue 
the journey of preparing our 
students to be college and 

career ready.  I hope the information below is 
helpful as you begin to prepare for the upcoming 
school year.  Contact me by phone (624-7601) or 
email tcerven@lawtoncs.org if you have any 
questions.    
   The middle school would like to welcome back 
our current seventh and eighth graders as they 
return to the middle school.  We also would like 
to welcome our new sixth grade students as they 
embark on the journey of transitioning into the 
middle school with a six period day, multiple 
classrooms and teachers, locker combinations, 
and a time in their lives called adolescence.  This 
is an extremely sensitive time in the growth and 
development of children and we welcome the 
involvement of all parents in this process.   
Information Packet 
   A packet containing emergency information, 
dress code, attendance/tardy information, and 
the middle school expectations will be sent home 
with your child during the first week of school.  
Please complete the necessary forms and return 
them promptly. Occasionally, families change 
their cell phone number or move, so please in-
form the school when this happens.  If you have 
any questions regarding these documents, please 
call Mrs. Willis at 624-7610. 
Class Schedules 
   Class schedules will be available for pick-up at 
the middle school office during the week of Au-
gust 22nd-25th from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 pm.  
Schedules will also be available the first day of 
school when the students report to first hour.   
Supplies 
   What supplies are needed as the school year 
begins?  In general, pencils, paper, binders/
folders to keep their school work organized, col-
ored pencils, hand pencil sharpeners, erasers and 
12 inch rulers are good items to have.  Science 
will require a science notebook.  Those details will 
be shared during the first few weeks of school.  
Donations of paper, pencils and Kleenex are al-
ways welcome. 
Student Planners (agendas)  
   Student planners (agendas) are supplied to each 
student during the first week of school to help 
them remain on-task and organized.  The plan-

ners contain information about the Student Code 
of Conduct, passes, calendar, maps, and other 
useful data.   Students are expected to carry the 
planner to each class and maintain them as a 
working planner with all pages connected and no 
additional coloring or markings.  The planner can 
also act as a two-way communication tool from 
school to home.   
School Engagement 
   What does research say about student involve-
ment at school?  When middle school students 
are involved in school activities, student academic 
performance levels increases dramatically.  Re-
search indicates that middle school students 
perform at a higher academic level when engaged 
in at least one school activity, and the perfor-
mance level continues to increase as the number 
of activities increases.   The athletic activities 
offered at the middle school (mostly 7th/8th 
grade level) are football, basketball, volleyball, 
track, wrestling, cross country and soccer.  Other 
school activities offered include student senate, 
Girls on Track, ski club, cheerleading, science fair, 
math club, spelling bee, and chess club. Let’s get 
our students involved and watch them grow, 
prosper, and reach their goals.  
   Parents are highly encouraged to stay involved 
in their child’s educational progress.  Often, mid-
dle school parents feel that their support is no 
longer necessary, but this is not the case.  Parents 
are always welcome to visit classrooms and ob-
serve their son or daughter in the learning pro-
cess.  Parents are also encouraged to volunteer 
for field trips, chaperone dances, help the Athletic 
Boosters,  volunteer to read to students, help 
with science projects, and work with students on 
math skills.   However you choose to be involved, 
know that parents are always welcome at Lawton 
Middle School.  Parents should prepare to volun-
teer by picking up an ICHAT form from Mrs. Willis 
in the office and letting her know you wish to 
volunteer. 
R.O.A.R. 
   The middle school will continue to R.O.A.R as 
we teach and practice the guiding principles of 
Responsibility, Ownership, Attitude and Respect.  
The middle school staff believes that successful 
students will show the most growth, academically 
and socially, by accepting the responsibility to 
behave appropriately and to be active in the 
learning process.  Students will take ownership in 
their learning by demonstrating best-effort prac-
tices.  We want our student to have a positive 
attitude about school and do the right thing each 
and every day.  The middle school also believes 
that students must show respect for each other, 

for the adults in their lives as well as a respect for 
learning.  These guiding principles came to frui-
tion during the 2015-16 school year.    
Year in Review 
   Last year was a great year at Lawton Middle 
School.  Our students achieved an academic level 
that resulted in the summer school program be-
ing canceled.  Our students also achieved at the 
behavioral level, resulting in over a 70% reduction 
in student discipline referrals.   Appropriate stu-
dent behavior allows the teachers and students 
to spend more time on task resulting in student 
success and academic growth. Many initiatives 
resulted in a successful school year ranging from 
positive teacher to student relationships to the 
design and implementation of the PRIDE class.    
Here is a brief list:   
 Students pride in learning and willingness to 

exhibit our R.O.A.R. guidelines.  
 Positive student/teacher relationships.    Re-

search shows that the success of the students 
often hinges on the bonds they have at school, 
not only with their peers, but with the adults as 
well.   

 Clear and consistent expectations from class-
room to classroom.   

 Increased student engagement in learning 
through formative assessment activities. 

 Students desire to persevere and accept chal-
lenges.  

 Positive student leadership through the PRIDE 
class. 

   Lawton Middle School will continue to build on 
the success of last year, and we look forward to 
an  amazing 2016-17 school year.   
Orientation/Open House 
   The middle school would like to invite all 6th, 
7th, and 8th grade parents and students to an 
orientation session on August 25, 2016 from 4:30 
to 5:00 pm in the middle school gym.  The orien-
tation will include information pertaining to mid-
dle school years, school safety, the guiding princi-
pals of ROAR, the academic and behavioral expec-
tations, and a short presentation from the PTO.  
Open House will follow the orientation and run 
from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m.  Tour the building, visit the 
classrooms, assist with locker operation, and 
greet the teachers and principal.   

Education Beyond Expectations 
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Student Senate 
By Karen Creagan 

Lawton Community Schools 

   On May 19th and 26th the 8th grade class visited Southwest Michigan 
College and Western Michigan University. These trips are a great op-
portunity for our students to be introduced to the college experience. 
Students were able to tour each campus, see what a college schedule 
looks like, and discuss issues such as cost, grade expectations, and self-
discipline. We hope these trips act as a catalyst to spark their interest in 
continuing their education beyond high school.  

8th Grade Class Attends SMC and WMU 
By John Patterson 

Middle School Math Meet 
By Michelle Medsker 

   The middle school math teams traveled to Southwestern Michigan 
College for the 2016 Middle School Math Meet. Every year five stu-
dents each from the 6th, 7th and 8th grades represent Lawton’s best in 
a math competition competing against other schools from southwest 
Michigan. Our 8th grade and 6th grade teams came in 6th place and 
our 7th grade team came in 9th.  This is a tremendous accomplishment!  
Thank you students for all your hard work getting ready for this compe-
tition. 

8th Graders in Art 
By Lesli Wardell 

   The 8th graders this year were such an amazing group of students! 
We explored many new mediums in art and by far my favorite was 
sewing with my third trimester of students. The 8th graders made 
stuffed monsters or emoji’s for which they had to design, cut material, 
and learn basic sewing techniques. I could not believe how well the 
class did in helping each other and problem solving. I never would have 
thought sewing would be a hit, but the students loved it and some even 
said they sewed together a few things at home that needed stitching! I 
looking forward to next year as these students become freshman!    

   The Lawton Middle School Student Senate had a busy school year.  
They sponsored a dance with the PRIDE class and raised $800 for Ryan 
Cowgill and Juan Reyes. In December, they collected over 1,000 food 
items for the St. Paul’s Methodist Church food pantry.  
   In December, the student senate along with the seventh grade class 
made Christmas cards for the Veteran’s hospital in Battle Creek.  Each 
class received a certificate signed by the National VFW Auxiliary Presi-
dent, Francisca Guilford, thanking the students for supporting our vet-
erans. 
   In February, the students collected money for the Leukemia & Lym-
phoma Society to help cure cancer.  Mrs. Ahlberg’s class collected the 
most money with a total of $115.  Congratulations to all the students at 
Lawton Middle School for another awesome job! 

   The student senate is responsible for paper recycling at the middle 
school, picking up each teacher’s paper bin twice a month.  They also 
purchased the ROAR (Responsibility, Ownership, Attitude, and Respect) 
t-shirts, which students could purchase with the devil dollars that they 
earn.  Money earned from our dances also helps with sponsoring stu-
dent events at the middle school. 
   The student senate sponsored the annual evening dance on April 22. 
Thank you to all of the people in our community who donated food and 
money for all of these wonderful causes.  Also, thank you to the parents 
who chaperoned our dances. 
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   On the evening of June 1, 2016, nearly two 
hundred parents, grandparents, and other 
family members filled the gymnasium for the 
middle school’s Awards Night for the Recogni-
tion of Academic Excellence.  
   The middle school teaching staff honored 
more than eighty students.  Students were 
chosen based on their demonstration of excel-
lence in core subjects; specifically, that they 
had achieved and maintained an average of 
93% or higher in one or more subject areas for 

all three trimesters of the school year. Stu-
dents were also selected for recognition by 
their teachers, according to criteria specific to 
each specialized area, including band, choir, 
health, cultures, and technology. Finally, Mr. 
Tony Karsen offered a few words of praise and 
gratitude to each of the hard working students 
in the PRIDE class. 
   Following the ceremony, students, parents, 
and staff enjoyed delicious refreshments pre-
pared and served by members of the Lawton 

Middle School PTO. Many thanks to the PTO 
for providing funding, events, and volunteers 
for programs during this school year! Principal 
Tim Cerven and teachers agree that 2015-2016 
was a great year for Lawton Middle School, 
especially academically, and look forward to 
more of the same next year!  

Academic Awards Night 
By Jennifer Osborn 

Science Fair 
1st Place Model Division—Matthew Lasinski 

Science Fair 
1st Place Experiment Division—Carter Mayne 

Perfect Attendance 

Presidential Award NYMATS Award 

Outstanding 6th Grade Students 
Triton Smith and Mackenzie Raymond 

Outstanding 7th Grade Students 
Aiden Saidla and Olivia Cramer 

Outstanding 8th Grade Students—Alex Rueff, 
Landyn VanWyk, Ivy Strausberg, Kelsey Ruff 
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From The Desk of the Principal 
By Tammy Wilson, High School Principal 

   The 2015-16 school year 
has come to an end and was 
full of exciting events and 
lots of Blue Devil pride!  Stu-
dents and staff celebrated 
the end of the school year 
with an outdoor picnic.  Stu-
dents participated in a varie-
ty of activities including vol-

leyball and, new this year, inflatable games.  
Many students won prizes from our Devil Dol-
lar drawing with Shasta Oleksyn winning the 
grand prize of a Chromebook. 
   We are looking forward to the upcoming 
school year.  Please mark your calendar for the 
Lawton High School Open House on August 25 
from 4:30-5:30 PM. Students and parents can 
pick up schedules, meet their new teachers 
and tour the high school on this evening. This is 

also the day for our Freshman Orientation 
which runs from 2:00- 4:00 p.m. concluding 
with an ice cream social for freshman students 
and their parents at 4:00 PM in the high school 
cafeteria.  High school registration for all new 
students will be August 29th – September 1st 
at the Lawton High School Office from 8:00-
11:30 a.m. and 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
   The first day of school for all students will be 
the Tuesday after Labor Day which is Septem-
ber 6.   Classes will begin at 8:00 a.m. with the 
building being open for students at 7:30 a.m.   
Students will be welcomed back with a short 
assembly in the gymnasium, and they will run 
through a full day schedule of all of their clas-
ses.  During the month of September we will be 
busy organizing the Academic Awards assem-
bly held at 8:00 a.m. on September 9.  School 
pictures will be September 13. The homecom-

ing football game will be October 7 against 
Hartford High School.  Come out and support 
your Blue Devils. 
   With the new school year comes new oppor-
tunities to get involved at Lawton High School.  
Students are encouraged to participate in at 
least one extra-curricular club or sport.  Par-
ents are always welcome and are encouraged 
to stay involved with their high school student.  
Some opportunities include participating in our 
booster club activities, field trip supervision, 
Lawton Community Schools Parents Group, 
and homecoming events.  However you decide 
to get involved, know that your contributions 
make Lawton High School a better place for all 
of our students. 
   Enjoy the remaining days of summer vacation 
and keep up the Blue Devil pride! 

Lawton’s Class of 2016 Van Buren Early College Participants 
By Gloria Jurado-Long 

Six Lawton 
Seniors suc-
cessfully com-
pleted the Van 
Buren Early 
College Pro-
gram; Camer-

on Duffield, Jacob Gray and Amber Mauk start-
ed the Early College Program in their junior 
year; Harley Bean, Mikayla James and Allison 
Karasch were admitted into the program for 
their senior year through the recommendation 
of their Technology Center Instructors. As 
seniors in the Early College Program the stu-

dents spent the majority of their time at Kala-
mazoo Valley Community College taking clas-
ses. Allison Karasch split her time between 
KVCC and being a second year co-op student 
for the Early Childhood Careers and Education 
Program.  
   During their senior year these students 
earned between 22 and 28 college credits. 
Bean, Duffield, Gray, Karasch, and James all 
achieved Academic Honor (minimum 3.5 GPA) 
at KVCC for one or both semesters. Cameron 
Duffield and Jacob Gray achieved a perfect 4.0 
GPA for the year.  Cumulatively the six seniors 
earned 170 college credits! 

Abigail Bratcher, Issac Carrizales, Emily Hol-
loway, William Medsker, Kyler Munro and 
David Seelye have successfully completed the 
Junior Year of the Early/Middle College Pro-
gram and will be attending KVCC in the fall as 
seniors. Zachary Barr, Mya Hill, Adam Hol-
loway, Lance Northrup, Emily Robbins, Paige 
Robbins, Meredith Somerville, and Isaac Dean 
are the newest Lawton students to be ad-
mitted into the Van Buren Middle College pro-
gram.  
   Please be sure to congratulate each of these 
students for their outstanding efforts and aca-
demic dedication. 

Advanced Placement History and Literature Students Learn About Power of Community 

at Krasl Art Center 

   Having completed the arduous AP World 
History and Literature and Composition tests, 
students took learning outside of the class-
room to St. Joseph and the Krasl Art Center.  
Students participated in the Understanding Art 
curriculum led by Krasl Art Center docents. 
   Students engaged in a gallery walk high-
lighting many works of art from local artists in 
our own nearby communities of Paw Paw and 
Kalamazoo.  A teaching artist guided our stu-
dents to create their own art and to analyze, 
interpret and use their imaginations while 

viewing the sculptures.  An examination of the 
Twin-Cities Harbor study designed by Andrews 
University architectural students led to discus-
sions of career connections and the potential 
to be agents of change within our own Lawton 
community.   
   The trip concluded with a brief visit to our 
own great state’s waterfront at Silver Beach 
with a game of volleyball, Frisbee, and casual 
conversations while enjoying a beautiful day.   
Thank you to the Krasl Art Center for the schol-
arship money and transportation voucher 

which made this trip possible for our well-
deserving students.   

GO BLUE! 
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Congratulations Class of 2016    Photo Credit Scott Whitworth Photography 

Lawton Athletics Golf Outing 

Friday, August 19, 2016 
Lake Cora Golf Course, Paw Paw, MI 
Entry Fee: $240 Per Team ($60/Person) 
Hole Sponsorship available: 

Blue Sponsorship $50 (Hole Sponsorship) 
Gold Sponsorship $100 (Hole sponsorship and 
included in Varsity Football Program) 

 

Call or Email Chris Richter to verify if 
space is available at 806-8861 or 
crichter@lawtoncs.org. 
 

After Prom Bash Committee & Junior Class Appreciates Donors 

   The Lawton High School 2016 After Prom Bash Committee 
would like to thank the following people and businesses for their 
generous contributions to its fundraising efforts this year to pro-
vide Lawton High School students and their guests with a safe 
and fun event to attend after this year’s prom. This is at no cost 
to students who attend prom and a low cost to students who do 
not attend prom. After Prom Bash is a continuing tradition at 
Lawton High School, and the Committee was happy to provide 
the event again this year. 
   The event this year was held after Prom on Saturday April 16th 
– 17th at Craig’s Cruisers in Grand Rapids and provided students 
with four hours worth of unlimited activities such as indoor Go-
Karts, laser tag,  rope course, mini bowling, video games, and 
laser tag.  They also enjoyed an all you can eat buffet, goodie 
bag and prize drawings. Thank you again for your generous do-
nations; the committee and students appreciate the support! 
   Adams Hardware, Advance Auto, Anytime Fitness, Barkovich 
Family, Amber Benavidez, Big T/Zeke's Restaurant, Bradshaw 
Family, Brown Family, Carrizales Family, Chinn Chinn, Conner 
Family, Laura Crosbie, Cronenwett Family, Dave's Concrete, Emi-

ly Diederich (Silpada), D Coy Duck Restaurant, Dr. Grabowksi 
Orthodontics, Drew Family, Erbelli’s, Ewing Accounting and Tax 
Service/Barb Ewing, Eye Spy Photo Letters, Fresh Perspective 
Home Health Care, Liz Glidden, Hawkshead Lynx Golf Course, 
Holloway Family, Hurley & Stewart LLC, Hurley Family, Jaspares' 
Pizza, Lawson Oil Company, Lawton Ridge Winery, Leighton 
Family, Mattawan Optometrist (Dr. Seim), Monro Family, Mela-
nie Meints, Nouveau Medi-Spa (Marci Beck-Heinzman), Phillips 
Environmental Consulting, Paw Paw Eagles, Powell Custom 
Homes, Pure Lash and Beauty (Emily Cronenwett), Scott Trucking 
Service, Inc., Mark & Jill Simonds, South MI Insurance Agency, St. 
Julian Winery, Steensma’s Lawn & Power, Stermer Family, Sugar 
Bear, Tapper Xpress Lube & Wash, The Breakfast Place, The 
Strand Theater, Tipz & Clipz (Carie Camfield), Danielle Triemstra, 
U-Tan Salon & Spa, U.S. Salon Supply, West Dental Care 
   The Lawton High School Junior Class wishes to recognize and 
thank the Lawton Lions Club for their generous donation of the 
use of the Lawton Community Center for the 2016 Lawton High 
School Prom on Saturday April 16, as well as Lawton Food Ser-
vice Staff for their serving time at the Prom. 
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VARSITY FOOTBALL       VOLLEYBALL 
8/25 TH BLOOMINGDALE  H 7:00  8/20 S V-LAWTON INV  H 8:30 
9/1 TH MARCELLUS (Salute the Troops) H 7:00  8/29 M JV/V-DECATUR  H 4:00 
9/9 F BANGOR   A 7:00  8/31 W JV/V-BLOOMINGDALE  H 4:00 
9/16 F GALESBURG AUGUSTA  A 7:00  9/8 TH V-QUAD @ SCHOOLCRAFT A 5:00 
9/23 F GOBLES    A 7:00  9/8 TH JV-QUAD @ MARCELLUS A 5:00 
9/30 F SCHOOLCRAFT  H 7:00  9/10 S V-WATERVLIET INV  A 8:00 
10/7 F HARTFORD (Homecoming) H 7:00  9/13 T ALL-SCHOOLCRAFT  H 5:00 
10/14 F COLOMA (Senior Night)  H 7:00  9/17 S LAWTON JV INVITE  H 8:30 
10/21 F DECATUR   A 7:00  9/20 TU ALL-HACKETT CP  A 5:00 
10/30  PLAYOFF-FIRST ROUND   TBA  9/22 TH V-QUAD @WATERVLIET A 5:00 
JV FOOTBALL       9/22 TH JV-QUAD @ LAWTON  H 5:00 
8/24 W BLOOMINGDALE  A 6:00  9/24 S F-COMSTOCK INV  A 9:00 
8/31 W MARCELLUS  A 6:00  9/27 TU ALL-SAUGATUCK  A 5:00 
9/8 TH BANGOR   H 6:00  10/1 S LAWTON FRESHMAN INV H 8:30 
9/15 TH GALESBURG AUGUSTA  H 6:00  10/4 TU ALL-DELTON KELLOG  A 5:00 
9/22 TH GOBLES   H 6:00  10/11 TU ALL-GALESBURG AUGUSTA A 5:00 
9/29 TH SCHOOLCRAFT  A 6:00  10/15 S V-COLOMA INV  A 8:30 
10/6 TH HARTFORD    A 6:00  10/17 M V @ WHITE PEGEON QUAD (Pink) A 6:00 
10/13 TH COLOMA   A 6:00  10/17 M JV @ MARTIN (Pink)  A 6:00 
10/20 TH DECATUR   H 6:00  10/18 TU JV/V-CONSTANTINE  A 5:00 
MIDDLE SCHOOL FOOTBALL      10/20 TH V-QUAD @ FENNVILLE  A 5:00 
Schedule to Come       10/20 TH JV-QUAD @ SCHOOLCRAFT A 5:00 
CROSS COUNTRY       10/20 TH F-QUAD @ LAWTON  H 5:00 
8/20 S LAWTON INV (MS)  H 9:00  10/25 TU ALL-KALAMAZOO CHRISTIAN H 5:00 
8/24 W BRIDGMAN INV  A 5:00  10/29 S V-SAC TOURNAMENT@ TBD  9:00 
8/27 S HARPER CREEK INV  A 10:00  10/31 M DISTRICTS @  A TBA 
8/30 TU PAW PAW (MS ONLY)  A 5:00  11/8 TU REGIONALS @ LAWTON H TBA 
8/31 W NEW BUFFALO INV  A 5:00  MIDDLE SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL 
9/10 S DECATUR INV (MS)  A 9:00  9/19 M WATERVLIET  H 5:00 
9/14 W SAC @ K-CHRISTIAN (MS) A 5:00  9/21 W COLOMA   A 5:00 
9/17 S MENDON INV (MS)  A TBA  9/26 M DECATUR   H 5:00 
9/21 W SCHOOLCRAFT INV (MS) A 5:00  9/28 W HARTFORD   A 5:00 
9/24 S BANGOR INV  A TBA  10/3 M SCHOOLCRAFT  H 5:00 
9/28 W SAC @ GOBLES (MS)  A 5:00  10/5 W MARCELLUS  A 5:00 
10/8 S PORTAGE CC INV   A 9:00  10/10 M CONSTANTINE  A 5:00 
10/10 M BANGOR (MS ONLY)  A 5:00  10/12 W HARTFORD   H 5:00 
10/12 W SAC Championship @ Delton (MS) A 5:00  10/17 M WATERVLIET  A 5:00 
10/18 TU VICKSBURG (MS Only)  A 5:00  10/19 W MARCELLUS  H 5:00 
10/22 S K CHRISTIAN INV  A TBA  10/24 M DECATUR   A 5:00 
10/29 S REGIONALS @   A TBA  10/26 W BANGOR   H 5:00 
11/5 S STATE @ MIS  A TBA       
VARSITY SOCCER       Last Revised: 7/21/16   
8/25 TH COMSTOCK   A 6:00  SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
8/27 S COLOMA INV  A 9:00  *Volunteer for the Athletic Boosters at any home     
8/29 M HACKETT CP  A 6:00   contest and earn 3 admissions into Lawton Athletic Events!  
8/31 W SCHOOLCRAFT  A 5:00       
9/7 W K CHRISTIAN  H 6:00       
9/10 S LAKE MICHIGAN CATHOLIC A 11:00       
9/12 M GOBLES   H 6:00       
9/14 W MARCELLUS  H 6:00       
9/19 M DELTON KELLOGG  A 6:00       
9/21 W HARTFORD   A 6:00       
9/26 M FENNVILLE   H 6:00       
9/28 W COLOMA   H 6:00       
10/1 S NEW BUFFALO  A 11:00       
10/3 M BLOOMINGDALE  H 6:00       
10/6 TH CASSOPOLIS  A 5:00       
10/10 M BANGOR   H 6:00       
10/13 TH SAUGATUCK  A 6:00       
10/17 M DISTRICTS @   A TBA       
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The 2016 Lawton Track Team would like to 
thank the following people for dedicating their 
time and effort into making our track season a 
huge success: Mike and Penny Burris, Jill and 

Mark Simonds, 
Chris Rice, Ad-
am Potgiesser, 
Jessica and 
Nickolaus Schu-
bert, Anne 
Wokeck, Tam-
my and Todd 
Barkovich, Tam-
my Wilson, 

Susan Douglas, Jessica Grear, Kris Bullock, Kim 
and Noah Emmert, John Dedrick, Jim Turner, 
Mike, Drew, and Evan Stephayn, Russ Lardie, 
Chris Richter, and Jim and Rachel McCar-

thy.  Our meets run very smoothly and effi-
ciently due to your expertise.  We could not 
have asked for a better group of support-
ers!  To anyone whose name I may have for-
gotten, I apologize!  Please know that we do 
truly appreciate all your help! 
   Congratulations to the following individuals 
for earning All-State Honors: Demetrius Can-
non – 8th place – 400M Run; Natalie Martinez 
– 4th place – 200M Run; Felisha Garcia, Clare 
Lycan, Kristin Oxley, Natalie Martinez – 4th 
place – 4x100M Relay. 

Education Beyond Expectations 

A successful track season hinges on how the 
following two questions are answered:  How 
much will last year’s 7th graders improve and 
will any of the new 7th graders be able to con-
tribute?  
   Anchored by superstars Mycaela Aumaugher 
and Harrison Maynard, the track team had 
some notable accomplishments because of the 
hard work and improvement of the returning 
8th-graders and some exciting 7th-grade per-
formances. Included among the highlights were 
2nd and 3rd – place finishes at the 11-team 
Decatur Invitational and a first-place finish at 
the Gobles Coed Relays. 
   Aumaugher and Maynard both finished with 
multiple all-time records, with Harrison snag-

ging the fastest 200 meter and 200 meter hur-
dle times in nearly 20 years. 
   Not to be outdone, Dustin Noble, Jimmy 
Downs, Jacob Caldwell, Illiana Vigil, Caitlyn 
Romo and Kaitlyn Kratky also added their 
names to the records sheets.  
   As impressive as these individual records are, 
however, it was the toughness of the 8th-
graders and the willingness of the 7th-graders 
to throw themselves into something new that 
made this a season of great memories: Memo-
ries of cemetery runs, working out of blocks, 
repeat 100s and endless handoffs; Memories of 
little things that, at the time, seemed unim-
portant but led to other memories - memories 
of high-fives,  victories, medals and friends – 

memories of individual effort that allowed the 
team to savor the taste of success. 
   Congratulations Lawton Middle School Track 
2016 – one of our best ever! 

Thank you and Track All State Honors 
By Nicole Lycan 

Annual Notices 

PESTICIDES 
Lawton Community School District has adopted an Integrated Pest 
Management program.  Inherent with this are the District’s efforts to 
reduce pesticide use as much as possible.  While it may occasionally be 
necessary to apply a pesticide, these will only be used as a last resort.  
This program does not rely on routine pesticide applications to resolve 
problems.  Advance notice of an application will be given 48 hours 
before the application.  The law requires us to do this notification by 
using two methods.  The first method required by the law is the 
posting at the primary entrances to your child’s school.  Parents are 
also entitled to receive this notice by first-class United States mail 
postmarked at least three (3) days before the application.  If you 
would like to be notified by mail or would like to review our IPM 
program or pesticide application records please contact Jim Turner at 
269.624.7905 or email jturner@lawtoncs.org.  The following will be 
serviced the 2nd Thursday of each month, high school, middle school, 
elementary School and Administration Building for the 2016-2017 
school year.  MDA Pesticide & Plant and Pest Management:  This 
communication is in accordance with the Michigan Department of 
Agriculture, Pesticide and Plant Pest Management Division, Regulation 
#637 as amended August 13, 1993.  Your school’s district complies 
with pest management requirements. 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED 
All Lawton Community Schools teachers and instructional paraprofes-

sionals are meet the Guidelines for “Highly Qualified“ under the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act.  Additionally, all teachers 
hold valid Michigan Teaching Certificates.  Michigan residents can 
verify a teacher’s credential online at www.mi.gov/moecs by clicking 
on the link “Educator Certification Verification.” 
NOTICE OF RIGHT TO REQUEST PERSONAL CURRICULUM 
To be eligible for a high school diploma, Michigan students are re-
quired to complete the requirements of the Michigan Merit Curricu-
lum (MMC). Schools are allowed, however, to modify the MMC based 
on the individual learning needs of each student. These modifications 
are typically known as a “personal curriculum” (PC). Schools must 
follow certain guidelines when developing a PC. When those guide-
lines are met, students with a PC are eligible for a high school diploma. 
Beginning with the 2015-16 school year, schools must develop a 
personal curriculum for any student at the request of the student’s 
parent or guardian or the student who is 18 years old. Lawton High 
School has traditionally strived to the most appropriate educational 
program for each student and will continue to do so. If you are inter-
ested in a personal curriculum for your high school student, please 
contact Guidance Counselor Darcy Munro at 624-7806. 
PHOTO RELEASE 
The purpose of the district newsletter is to convey to the public 
information about activities at school and school related events.  
Parents should be aware that publications contain pictures of students 

involved with school activities or students who have received awards 
related to the articles in the newsletters.  Please contact your building 
secretary or superintendent secretary at 624-7901 if you do not wish 
to have your child’s picture published in newsletters throughout the 
school year.  Otherwise, this notice will serve as a photo release for 
Lawton Community Schools. 
NOTICE TO PARENTS REGARDING STUDENT RECORDS 
Each student’s records will be kept in a confidential file located at the 
student’s school office.  The information in the student’s record file 
will be available for review only by the parent or legal guardian of a 
student, adult student (19 years of age or older), and those authorized 
by federal law and district regulations.  The District has established the 
following information about each student as directory information:  
name, address, telephone number, date and place of birth, photo-
graph, major field of study, sports, height and weight if a member of 
an athletic team, dates of attendance, date of participation in officially 
recognized activities, graduation, awards received, honor roll, and 
scholarship awards.  The District will make the above information 
available upon a legitimate request unless a parent, guardian, or adult 
student notified the District Records Office in writing within ten (10) 
days from the date of this notification that he/she will not permit 
distribution of any or all of such information. 

Middle School Tracksters Make Memories Running Over Records 
By Kris Bullock 
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Lawton Elementary & Middle School PTO 
Lawton Elementary News 
   The Lawton Elementary PTO is off and running – Ready to start a successful, 
fun, learning year!   
   At the end of the 2015-2016 school year we celebrated our students dedica-
tion to education and hard work with the annual Carnival.  It was a pleasant, 
sunny day and fun was had by all! Thank you to all our parent and student vol-
unteers.  We could not hold such a huge event without our school community 
volunteers.  You are so essential to pulling off such a fabulous experience for the 
kids. 
   PTO does not stop working over the summer - we work hard on publishing the 
elementary yearbook (should be available in September for pick up) and look for 
your assistance in collecting pictures for the upcoming school year (send them 
to:  lawtonelementaryyearbook@gmail.com). 
   We hope to meet new faces this year!  Our meeting location is at the Elemen-
tary Library / Time: 6:30pm  / When: Generally First Tuesday of the month dur-
ing school year * Our schedule is available on Lawtoncs.org.   
   In the early fall, we will hold the annual Blue Devil Dash fundraiser.  Planning 
for this event has already begun over the summer.  Get ready to support your 
favorite elementary students with donations and cheering!  We would love to 
see parents, grandparents, special friends and community members clapping, 
walking, running, cheering on the students as they go around the track for 20-25 
minutes.  We love help!  If you like to help plan, organize or just be an extra set 
of hands for this or any events we would love to hear from you.  Contact any 
PTO board member below.  
   On the agenda this year:  sponsoring the Christmas Craft night in December, 
planning Grandparents Day, as well as assisting with the Book Fair and more!     
   The PTO is for the students, teachers, and parents. Funds are raised for fun 
events or needs that are not met through the school & curriculum budget.  This 
year the PTO approved the purchase of multiple I-Pads, Apple TV’s, I-Pad covers 
& keyboards, provided funding assistance for multiple field trips, t-shirts & 
bracelets for the leadership group, sponsored the Growlers STEM event and 
Baseball Game, Kindergarten trip to the Children’s Museum for Incentive Day, 
plus our annual expense for bringing the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra to 
school, a donation to the After-Prom Bash … just to name a few!   
   Please continue to save Box Tops; a simple way to earn money for the 
school.  Look for fun activity sheets to be sent home with your child to staple, 
glue or tape them too!  We typically raise over $3,000 from collecting box tops 
each year.  They can be found on many products – Visit our website (http://
www.lawtoncs.org/About_Us/PTO.html) to see the product list.  
   Also, please set your default search engine on your computer to 
Goodsearch.com.  Every search you do earns money for our school.  The same is 
true every time you shop online using Goodshop.com.   On average your pur-
chase provides our school with 3-4% of your total bill. 
   If you have any questions or would like more information about the PTO, 
please contact any one of the board members. 
 
President:  Shawn Marr 269-624-9614 / shawn@marr-family.net 
Vice President:  Trisha Nelson 269-624-6182 / nelsontrisha@yahoo.com 
Treasurer:  Wendy Pursley 269-624-2075 / wendypursley2002@yahoo.com 
Secretary:  Nicole Finkler 269-624-2678 / daynicole@gmail.com 
Teacher Request Liaison:  Cheryl Modderman 269-624-1978 / bcmodderman@yahoo.com 
Fundraiser Coordinator:  Sarah Greenway 269-624-2505 / tsgreenway@sbcglobal.net 

 
 
 

Lawton Middle School News 
   We finished out the school year in a big way!  We purchased t-shirts and high 
school survival kits for every 8th grader for the 8th Grade Annual Celebration.  
We wish them well on their new educational journey.  We had our last Free 
Popcorn Friday of the school year and popped extra for our incoming 6th grad-
ers who were there for their orientation.  We are excited to welcome these new 
students and parents to the middle school.   We will see you at the open house 
on August 25th! 
   We are making plans for our 2nd annual Holiday Craft Bazaar fundraiser that 
will be held on Saturday, November 12th in our middle school gym.  Please set 
this date aside to attend and/or volunteer to help with the bazaar.  We know 
there are a lot of sport fundraisers so we try to limit our fundraising.  Although 
tasty, we will not be selling the snack sticks this year.   
   Parents are always encouraged and welcome to assist in the classrooms, vol-
unteer with field trips, and chaperone dances.  Your presence is needed in the 
middle school.  Please contact the office if you wish to volunteer.   
   We invite you to attend a PTO meeting.  We are a small group and always 
looking for more volunteers.  It is okay if you are not able to attend every 
meeting.  We understand busy schedules.  We meet once a month in the middle 
school cafeteria on Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.  We would love for you to join us.    
 

2016-2017 MS PTO Meeting Schedule 
 

September 8, 2016    February 2, 2017 
October 6, 2016    March 2, 2017 
November 3, 2016    April 13, 2017 
December 1, 2016    May 4, 2017 
January 5, 2017    June 1, 2017 
 
Email us: LawtonMSPTO@gmail.com Like us on Facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/groups/797882380337437/  
 

Your PTO at Work 
Activities and services provided in 2015-2016 

Snack Stick Fundraiser   Holiday Bazaar 
School Store Supplies   Christmas Dance 
Book Fair    Yearbook 
Door contest winners party      Open Gym 
2 Box Top drives w/class treat      Staff Appreciation 
Helped fund field trips   Teacher Requests 
Free Popcorn Friday-monthly   Paddle Auction for Ryan 
Homecoming activity booth      Funded internet safety assembly 
Purchased ‘Shout Out’ cork boards  Provided T-Shirts and High School 
Purchased Mathlete shirts for competition Survival kits for  8th Grade  
Provided refreshments for awards banquet Annual celebration  


