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   I recently read an interesting article from Nancy Kaffer of the Detroit 
Free Press, “YouTube is the worst – and your Kids are Addicted.” The 
blunt title certainly grabbed my attention. Kaffer’s key points have been 
well-publicized via social media but are worthy of sharing here. Let me 
begin by saying that YouTube and related sites can serve positive pur-
poses when used appropriately. I have used online clips from the site as 
part of professional development presentations on a number of educa-
tional topics. The key is appropriate use. Without proper supervision, 
children of all ages are at great risk of stumbling upon dangerous con-
tent. I found an article from 2015 indicating that 97% of U.S. children 
under the age of 4 use mobile devices and 75% of them owned their 
device. These are staggering statistics.  
   When my own children were young, the mobile device boom was just 
getting started. I too remember the convenience of having my son oc-
cupied with his Gameboy as a preferred option to arguing with his sis-
ter. But this was before the rapid expansion of wireless internet. I will  
also acknowledge that access to mobile devices is something supported 
by and even emphasized at school. There is no turning back time. Tech-
nology is here to stay and when used appropriately provides an incredi-
ble teaching, learning, and record-keeping tool. Again, the key is appro-

priate supervision. Teachers and all adults responsible for the well-
being of children must be constantly vigilant in their efforts to monitor 
technology use. 
   Personally, I recommend setting firm limits on “screen time.” Child-
hood obesity rates continue to increase nationwide. The convenience 
and relative ease of using a device cannot replace daily physical activity. 
As kids grow older and naturally gain more independence, it is critical 
that parents continue to monitor not only the amount of time spent on 
a device but also preferred online activities. There are mounting studies 
that indicate a correlation between social media and depression among 
teens. I have been personally amazed at some of the things I have seen 
young people (and adults as well) say to one another using a social 
media platform.  
   I hope that my comments are not misconstrued as an indictment of 
technology. Rather, my intent is to draw attention to our obligation to 
properly moderate and supervise our children’s access to technology 
with a special focus on online activity. Their health and safety depend 
on it.  
   For more information and guidance on this topic, check out 
www.commonsensemedia.org. 

Kids and Technology 
By Christopher J. Rice, Superintendent 

Voters to Consider Elementary Renovation Project 

   On May 7, 2019 registered voters within the Lawton Community 
Schools boundaries will be asked to consider a $4.5 million bond issue. 
If approved, the project will provide interior and exterior upgrades as 
indicated in the diagram below. Project and financial details have been 

shared in previous publications and can be viewed 
at www.lawtoncs.org. Please contact Superintendent Chris Rice at 624-
7901 with any questions. Thank you for voting.   
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and Automation 
By Lesley Welburn 

Our 5th graders recently designed robots to 
remove "Hazardous Materials" from a waste 
site. As part of the program, students built 
chassis then collaborated with a team to 
develop a robot that could remove the 

hazardous materials (blocks) from the site in 
under 2 minutes. They learned about questions 
engineers ask and about how the Engineering 
Design Process works.   

WMU Chem Club Visit 
By Deb Mroczek 

On March 1, 2019, the second grade had a 
great opportunity to watch and participate in 
experiments performed by the Western 
Michigan University Chem Club.  They were 
able to observe demonstrations such as the 
effects of putting dry ice in water and watching 
the gas fill a balloon or form a large soap 
bubble. They were able to see the reaction 
between chemicals that transition from pink to 
clear and experience the power of air pressure 
by witnessing a pop can being crushed by its 
force. One of the experiments that excited the 

kids most was the elephant’s toothpaste 
demonstration. As the toothpaste came out of 
the beaker, steam rose from the flask as a 
result of the heat that the reaction was 
generating.  Everyone was able to be involved 
in the last experiment.  Each second grader 
mixed a color solution with a clear solution in 
order to create slime they could take home. 
We would like to thank the WMU Chem Club 
for coming and providing an exciting and 
educational experience for our future scientist.  

 is Magical 
By Deb Mroczek 

Our friends at daycare/preschool have been keeping busy this 
winter.  We made snowflake stained glass windows, played with 
snow inside scooping it and painting it, explored what magnets do, 
volcanoes, made sensory bottles to name a few.  On snow days the 
kids played in the gym, created  shrink art and sun catchers, 
assembled perler beads, read lots of stories, made ninja straws, 
and painted on canvas.  We are excited about spring coming as we 
will be able to spend more time outside.  One of the kids favorite 
activities outside is sidewalk chalk.  
   The daycare is available for care Monday through Friday from 6:30-
6:00.  We are open on half days, no school days, snow days and 
breaks.  Summer enrollment will begin the 1st of May.  Please call 
Anne Wokeck at  624-7676 if you are in need of care.   

Mrs. Mroczek’s Special Education class have 
been making magical moments this month.  
Our theme book for our class for the month of 
March was “Jack and the Beanstalk.”  We 
planted our magical beans and have been 
watching and recording their growth on our 
charts. We have a bean stalk growing in our 
room and in the hallway. We have been 
recording the books we have read and learned 
about even and odd numbers. We wrote 
opinion writings about “Jack and the 

Beanstalk.”  Was it right or wrong that Jack 
took the golden harp and the hen that laid 
golden eggs?  It has been interesting to see 
their reasons of why it was right or wrong and 
how the students supported their opinions.  
One student said, “If he didn’t take the golden 
harp and the hen that laid the golden egg it 
would not have ended happily ever after.”  
May you have magical moments too with your 
children as you continue to read books with 
them. 

Lawton Kids First 
By Ann Wokeck 

Please join us for a parent information session 
at Lawton Elementary School 
Wednesday, May 15, 2019  

Sessions will begin promptly at 6:00 pm 
Kindergarten Session Elementary Library 

    Preschool Session Elementary Gymnasium 

We look forward to sharing information with you on 
 

Lawton Kindergarten 
Great Start Readiness Preschool Program (GSRP) 

Head Start 
3 and 4 year old Preschool 
Lawton Kids First Childcare  

 

Please bring: original birth certificate, immunization records, (proof of income for GSRP and 
Head Start only).  Call Lawton Elementary School for enrollment information or to schedule a 
tour 269-624-7500. 

Education Beyond Expectations 
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Adah Kovach, Gavin McFadden, Leah Miller, 
Gabriella Garcia, Link Pengra, and Isabella 
Rowlison (not pictured) attended an innova-
tive Student Leadership Conference at 

Southwestern Michigan College. The work-
shop focused on group dynamics, group 
roles, and action and implementation plans 
to enact positive change.  

SMC Student Leadership Conference 
By Shelley Klotz 

Pictured are 6th Grade Lawton Middle 
School students constructing an ankle foot 
orthosis prototype in Project Lead the Way. 
   In this challenge the students design, test, 
and build a model solution for patients with 

a movement disorder called cerebral palsy 
(CP). Students are given three days and a 
specific criteria list that they must follow. On 
the fourth day, they present their models. 

Ankle Foot Orthosis Prototype—PLTW 
By Chad Williams 

LMS Students—Innovation Through Project Lead the Way 
By Holly James 

As a part of the Automation and Robotics 
portion of Project Lead the Way, 7th grade 
students at Lawton Middle School learn 
about engineers, the work of engineers,  
inventions, and innovations.  They then 
learn to build projects using robotic compo-
nents and program them to accomplish spe-

cific tasks.  A further challenge is to create 
innovations of inventions that are currently 
in existence today.  The kids have just com-
pleted the programming component, and 
will be moving onward to design, build, pro-
gram, and polish finished projects.   

Lawton Middle School Spelling Bee and Cloverleaf Spelling Bee 
By Jennifer Osborn 

For forty-two years, Lawton Middle School 
has been home to the Annual Spelling Bee, 
originated by Dr. Daniel Pratley, retired Su-
perintendent of Lawton Community Schools. 
Competition for a place in the school-wide 
bee begins in the ELA classrooms. This year, 
Mr. Cammire, Mrs. Rotzien, and Mrs. Os-
born sent a combined total of 46 spellers to 
the first round of competition held on Janu-
ary 14 in the LMS cafeteria. From that 
round, the top sixteen finalists were chosen. 

Representing the sixth grade were Adrianna 
Lockard, Hayden Merriman, Miley Torres, 
and Madeline Worthington. Seventh grade 
spellers included Lucas Grear, Zachary 
Kooyers, Aiden O’Brien, Trayton Portillo, and 
Zoie Urquieta. Eighth grade student were 
Noah Emmert, Aiden Killeen, Zach Lull, Rylee 
Oxley, Nathan Robertson, Kascie Verville, 
and Ben Wood. All participants performed 
well in the school bee, held on January 16 in 
the gymnasium. This year’s top three 
spellers included eighth grader Noah Em-
mert in 3rd place, seventh grader Zachary 
Kooyers in 2nd place, and top finalist, eighth 
grader Rylee Oxley. A special thank you is 
extended to all parents, grandparents, and 
other family members who attended the 
school bee in support of their students, as 
well as to Dr. Pratley for his continued role 
as pronouncer and judge, and News Channel 
3 (WWMT) for filming and featuring the 

school bee on the evening’s news broadcast.  
Cloverleaf Spelling Bee 
As a result of placing first, second, and third 
place in the LMS Spelling Bee, Rylee Oxley, 
Zachary Kooyers, and Noah Emmert were 
invited to the next level of the spelling com-
petition, the Cloverleaf Spelling Bee in Ben-
ton Harbor, MI. Held on the campus of Lake 
Michigan College, the Cloverleaf Spelling 
Bee proved to be a great academic chal-
lenge. More than forty students in grades 3-
8 from nearly twenty schools in Van Buren 
and Berrien counties competed in the Clo-
verleaf. Noah Emmert placed highest from 
LMS with a 16th place finish, earning him 
free pizza from Pizza Hut. All competitors 
received certificates of appreciation, as well 
as “goodie bags” and the appreciation of 
bee coordinator, Tonya Snyder, for their 
participation.  



SADD members created an opportunity 
for Lawton High School students to give 
back to their community and others in 
need entitled “Project Giving Back.” Mem-

bers of SADD ran a gently-used clothing, 
toy, and book drive for a two-week peri-
od.  We were overjoyed with the gener-
ous outpouring of support from students, 
teachers, and families in the school.  We 
collected 125 coats, 129 boots, gloves, 
hats, and scarves, and ultimately 1,604 
items total. 
   We were able to donate all children’s 
clothing, toys, and books to Lawton Ele-
mentary.  All additional winter gear was 
donated to St. Paul’s UMC in Lawton 

where they will be given out to people in 
need for free.   The remaining clothes 
were offered to students at the high 
school.  The final vanload-full was given to 
the Ark Shelter, a youth homeless shelter 
that serves communities across southwest 
Michigan.  What a great feeling to know 
we were able to make the season a little 
warmer in the lives of many and ultimate-
ly make such a positive difference.   
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On Thursday, March 21 several women from 
the electrical union, insulators union, and 
mill wright union presented to girls in 9th—
12th grades about their profession and op-
portunities for women after high school.  

They shared their experiences and benefits 
of their work and had handouts to give to 
the students interested in pursuing employ-
ment in the skilled trades profession. 

Women in Skill Trades 
By Darcy Munro 

Project Giving Back 
By Jenny Karsen 

 

SAC Leadership Summit 
By Tammy Wilson 

On March 4th, eight Lawton middle and high 
school students joined students from all  
twelve SAC schools to participate in the SAC 
Leadership Summit.  This event was hosted 
by Western Michigan University.  The stu-
dents rotated through a variety of leadership 
building sessions and were inspired by teen 
motivational speaker, Gabe Salazar.  These 

same students participated in an exchange 
day with students from Saugatuck High 
School in which each group visited the oth-
ers school for a day. (Pictured: Maria Long, 
Angela Sarat, Dustin Noble, Samantha 
Gorenchan, Dylan James, Brady Triemstra, 
Jake Rueff, and Carly Vanhoeve).  

WMU Annual Accounting Day 
By Mike Meyer 
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Robotics Team Finishes Strong 
By Kim Emmert 

The high school robotics team, Counter 
Torque Robotics -6588,  had quite an 
eventful season!  With new mentors, mother 
and son team, Kim Emmert and Jacob Em-
mert, it was a learning year for the mentors 
and students from simply familiarizing every-
one with the acronym, “FIRST” - For Inspira-
tion and Recognition of Science and Technol-
ogy, to the kick off in January announcing the 
challenge for the season. Teams only have a 
few short weeks to build a robot with spe-
cific dimensions, tasks to perform, and a 
budget.  The challenge provides a very “real 
world” experience for students with brain 
storming, planning, constructing, and testing 
the robot all with a deadline for competition. 
   The team worked through obstacles such 
as snow days, an evolving team of students, 
limited resources, and lack of experience.   
Students worked very hard to overcome 
these obstacles with some much appreciated 
assistance from Lawton resident and Van 
Buren County Tech teacher, Gabe Kooyers.  
He worked with the team for weeks to guide 
the mentors and assist the students in the 
build process. The team also owes many 
thanks to Lawton Alumni Jeremey Martinez.  
He is a mentor for the Fruitport Robotics 
Team.  He was essential in getting the robot 
programmed and running at competition. A 
gracious thank you must also be mentioned 
to Adams Hardware for helping to provide 
parts for the robot, and Susan Stender for 
helping us sew the bumper fabric to protect 

the robot!   
   The team was fortunate to have some of 
the school board members attend the final 

build session and help prepare the students 
for the competition by giving them experi-
ence talking to others about the robot and 
the build process.  During competitions, 
judges and other teams will ask many ques-
tions about the robot and the build.  With 
many late nights and long hours, and help 
from some of the team parents and families, 
we were able to get our robot to district 
competitions in both St. Joseph and Gull 
Lake. It was truly a community effort of all 
ages from preschool to high school to get the 
job done! 
   For both events the robot was fully func-
tional, and the team, and the robot did a 
great job performing the tasks it was created 
to complete.  It was a learning experience for 
all of the team, as the robot was never driv-
en until the day of competition.  So with no 

previous driving 
experience or 
practice, the team 
was extremely 
proud of the 
achievements earning a ranking of 10th out 
of 39 teams, and being part of the quarterfi-
nals at Gull Lake!   We hope to keep the mo-
mentum building for the program, as we 
continue to seek sponsors, mentors and stu-
dents to get involved in the wonderful expe-
rience that FIRST Robotics has to offer!  

 
 
 
Xander London 
winning safety 
captain award at 
St. Joseph Event.  

Most Successful Season Yet for the Competitive Cheer Team 
By Holly James 

The Lawton competitive cheer team ended 
the season with a repeat district title, a con-
ference championship, and a strong showing 
at regionals.  The girls won 10 meets overall, 
broke records in every category, and contin-
ued to improve throughout the season.  This 
team was on fire and is looking forward to an 
even stronger season next year.  First place 
meets included the Lawton Invitational, Por-
tage Central Invitational, three conference 
meets, the conference championship, Rich-
mond Invitational, the Paw Paw Big Red Invi-
tational, the Gull Lake Open, and the district 
title.  Mycaela Aumaugher earned All State 

Academic honors, and Chloe Armstrong and 
Mattie Payne were scholar athletes.  First 
team all district winners were Mycaela 
Aumaugher, Emily Dailey, Lexis Mancerra, 
Iliana Vigil, Odalys Vigil, and Chloe Arm-
strong.  Second team all district winners 
were Gemini Curtis and Mattie Payne.  Sec-
ond team all region honors went to Mycaela 
Aumaugher and Odalys Vigil, and honorable 
mention went to Iliana Vigil.  The MVP this 
season was Chloe Armstrong.  These are just 
a few of the many honors the girls received.  
They will be looking for a three-peat district 
title and a shot at state in 2020, as they were 

ranked among the top 10 teams in the state 
throughout the season.   
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Varsity Softball         Golf   
W 4/10 Benton Harbor (DH)  H 4:30   Tu 4/16 Old Mill SAC 9   4:00 
Th 4/11 Saugatuck (DH)  H 4:30   Tu 4/16 States GC SAC 9 (JV Only)  4:00 
M 4/15 Coloma (DH)  A 4:30   Th 4/18 Mullenhurst Invite   10:00 
Sat 4/13 Otsego Invite  A 10:00   M 4/22 Mullenhurst SAC 9   4:00 
W 4/17 Galesburg (DH)  A 4:30   F 4/26 Crestview SAC 9 (JV Only)  4:00 
Th 4/25 Kalamazoo Christian (DH) A 4:30   M  4/29 Kalamazoo CC SAC 9   4:30 
Sat 4/27 Climax Scotts Invite  A 9:00   Tu 5/7 Lake Cora SAC 9   4:00 
M 4/29 Gobles (DH)  H 4:30   Sat 5/11 Blue Devil Invite 18   9:00 
Th 5/2 Hackett CP (DH)  H 4:30   M 5/13 Tullymore Invitational 18  8:30 
M 5/6 Constantine (DH)  A 4:30   Th 5/16 Island Hills SAC 9   4:00 
Sat 5/4 Mendon Invite  A 9:00   F 5/17 Klinger Lake Invite 18   9:00 
F 5/10 Delton Kellogg (DH)  H 4:30   Tu 5/21 Milham SAC 9   2:00 
M 5/13 Allegan (DH)   A 4:30   Th 5/23 SAC Championship@ HawksHead  8:30 
Tu 5/14 Marcellus (DH)  A 4:30   Girls Soccer   
Th 5/16 Schoolcraft (DH)  H 4:30   W 4/10 Constantine  A 5:00 
Tu 5/21 Eau Claire   H 4:15   F 4/12 Comstock   H 6:00 
Th 5/23 Martin (DH)   A 4:30   M 4/15 Hackett Catholic Prep  H 6:00 
S 6/1 Districts @ Lawton  H     Th 4/18 Kalamazoo Christian   H 6:00 
Varsity Baseball         M 4/22 Coloma    H 6:00 
W 4/10 Benton Harbor (DH)  H 4:30   W 4/24 Fennville    A 6:00 
Th 4/11 Saugatuck (DH)  H 4:30   M 4/29 Watervliet   H 6:00 
M 4/15 Coloma (DH)  A 4:30   W 5/1 Schoolcraft   A 5:00 
W 4/17 Galesburg (DH)  A 4:30   M 5/6 Delton Kellogg  A 6:00 
M 4/22 Niles Brandywine (DH)  H 4:30   W 5/8 Bangor   A 5:00 
Th 4/25 Kalamazoo Christian (DH) A 4:30   Sat 5/11 South Haven Invite  A 10:30 
M 4/29 Gobles (DH)  H 4:30   M 5/13 Saugatuck   A 5:00 
Th 5/2 Hackett CP (DH)  H 4:30   F 5/17 Edwardsburg  H 5:00 
M 5/6 Constantine (DH)  A 4:30   Tu 5/21 Lake Michigan Catholic  H 6:00 
F 5/10 Delton Kellogg (DH)  H 4:30   W 5/22 Hartford   H 6:00 
Tu 5/14 Marcellus   A 4:30   Track   
Th 5/16 Schoolcraft (DH)  H 4:30   Th 4/11 Schoolcraft   A 4:30 
M 5/20 Rain date    4:30   S 4/13 Paw Paw Invite  A 9:00 
Tu 5/21 Eau Claire   H 4:15   W 4/17 Delton Kellogg  H 4:30 
Th 5/23 Martin (DH)   A 4:30   F 4/19 Watervliet Invite  A 4:00 
S 6/1 Districts @ Lawton  H     W 4/24 Galesburg Augusta  H 4:30 
JV Baseball          F 4/26 Schoolcraft Invite  A 3:00 
W 4/10 Benton Harbor (DH)  A 4:30   M 4/29 Kalamazoo Christian  A 4:30 
Th 4/11 Saugatuck (DH)  A 4:30   F 5/3 Bangor Invite  A 4:00 
M 4/15 Coloma (DH)  H 4:30   W 5/8 Constantine  H 4:30 
W 4/17 Galesburg (DH)  H 4:30  F 5/10 Mendon Invite  A 3:30 
M 4/22 Niles Brandywine (DH)  A 4:30  M 5/13 Divisional Champ @ Schoolcraft A 4:30 
Th 4/25 Kalamazoo Christian (DH) H 4:30  F 5/17 Regionals @ Centreville A 2:00 
M 4/29 Gobles (DH)  A 4:30  Tu 5/21 SAC Champ @ Constantine A 2:00 
Th 5/2 Hackett CP (DH)  A 4:30  Sat 6/1 MHSAA States  A TBA 
M 5/6 Constantine (DH)  H 4:30  MS Track    
F 5/10 Delton Kellogg (DH)  A 4:30  Th 4/11 SAC @ K-Christian  A 4:30 
Tu 5/14 Marcellus   H 4:30   Tu 4/16 Schoolcraft & Coloma  H 4:30 
Th 5/16 Schoolcraft (DH)  A 4:30  Th 4/18 Gobles Co-Ed Relay  A 4:30 
M 5/20 Rain date    4:30  Tu 4/23 Delton & Paw Paw  H 4:30 
Tu 5/21 Eau Claire   A 4:15  Th 4/25 Constantine/Parchment H 4:30 
Th 5/23 Martin (DH)   H 4:30  Tu 4/30 SAC @ Watervliet  A 4:30 
        Th 5/2 St. Monica/Galesburg  H 4:30 
SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE      F 5/3 Decatur Invite  A 4:30 
Volunteer for the Athletic Boosters at any home contest and earn   Th 5/9 Constantine (Divisional Meet) A 4:00 
three admissions to Lawton athletic events!     Tu 5/14 Saugatuck Invite  A 4:00 

For information contact the Lawton Athletic Department 624.7807 
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All of the work put in by this year’s high school drama club paid off on March 16 
and 17 as they wowed the community with two shows of Charlie and the Choco-
late Factory. This year’s cast proved to be one of the largest that the program 
has seen in years, with nineteen high school main cast actors and fourteen 
Oompa Loompas. Though nine of the high schoolers were new to the program, 
the group had particularly good chemistry, and the individual actors were able 
to bond extremely well on set in order to make their roles and character rela-
tionships believable. During down time, students in cast and crew alike could 
often be seen singing, dancing, and joking around with each other. This led to 
the formation of numerous new friendships that lasted even after the students 
stepped out of the auditorium. 
   Despite the dedication shown by all members of the group, this season pre-
sented several distinct challenges to the entire cast and crew. The intricacy of 
the sets and number of set changes made set design particularly difficult for the 
stage crew. The group had to work well as an organized and cohesive unit in 
order to create and move set pieces with speed and efficiency. The storyline of 
the play also called for unique lighting changes, which were undertaken without 
complaint by the students in the tech booth. The sound crew had to work dili-
gently to find the best ways to bring extra volume to each scene. This included 
working around unique costume pieces in order to properly position micro-
phones on actors’ costumes and ensure that they worked properly. Actors dedi-
cated many extra hours to studying their roles in order to properly portray and 
do justice to Roald Dahl’s famous characters. Oompa Loompas devoted much of 
their after school time to memorizing their songs and dances. Furthermore, 
several rehearsals had to be canceled due to weather, shaving valuable time off 
of an already short season. Nevertheless, the students were able to make up for 
the practices that they lost by focusing hard at rehearsals and listening and 
responding well to suggestions by the directors. 
   Cast and crew members arrived early in the morning on the weekend of the 
performance in order to rehearse, put on costumes, and ensure that all actors 
got hair and makeup done. Several actors felt under the weather, but they still 
managed to put in all of their effort to get into character. The production 
brought in extremely large crowds on both days, with seats selling out during 
the Saturday evening performance. The level of interaction between cast and 
audience brought a special energy to the two shows. This allowed the actors to 
delve deeper into their characters and throw in extra comedic improvisations, 
much to the joy of the audience.  
   All around, the Lawton High School Drama Club was a joy to work with during 
the 2019 season. The thoughtful and supportive mentorship of the adults in the 
program led the students to understand their roles and duties within the pro-
duction on a deep level, while the incredible bond between the whole group 
brought a special spark to the performances. The cast and crew would like to 
thank their directors and mentors for the guidance they provided throughout 
the season, as well as the community for going above and beyond in their sup-
port of this year’s production.  
 

 
 

Lawton Elementary PTO 
We welcomed over 200 guests at Lawton Elementary for Kids Invite Someone 
Special Day.  The kids and their special person enjoyed the Book Fair, taking 
pictures in the photo booth, and class musical performances.  Fun was had by 
all! 
   Carnival will be June 6th (rain date June 7th).  Volunteers are needed.  Please 
help us create a fun and memorable end of year celebration.  Once the schedule 
for each grade’s “play time” is created, volunteers should go to Signup.com to 
register. Even if you are only able to help for an hour it will be greatly appreciat-
ed. 
   We need photos for the yearbook.  Please take pictures when you are at 
school and during events.  All yearbook photos come from parents.  Send all 
school related pictures to lawtonelementaryearbook@gmail.com.   
 

Lawton Middle School PTO 
The Middle School PTO has been hard at work all year long providing extra sup-
port for student activities and teachers, and with the school year wrapping up 
we still have so much yet to accomplish.  We need to order shirts soon for the 
8th grade annual and provide the ice cream social on the last day of school.  We 
also have one more STEM Challenge to provide food and prizes for in May, two 
more Free Popcorn Fridays, Teacher/staff appreciation, and a few other activi-
ties.   Sadly, we did not get the response we had hoped for from our “easy for 
everyone” fundraiser. We are asking that if anyone did not get a chance to send 
in their donation for the fundraiser, we would appreciate it if you could send it 
to the office and help us to support end of the year activities as well as the fall 
open house activities.  We will be selling concessions at the Science Fair on April 
24th to help raise a little extra money as well. We are in need of more parents to 
be involved in the MS PTO.  The PTO was started 5 years ago and has done so 
much to improve students middle school experience and is a real asset to the 
school.  In order for it to continue to function it needs parents like you that are 
willing to put in just a little effort throughout the year.  Our meetings are held 
monthly and held to an hour. They are a great opportunity to be part of some-
thing fun, interact more with teachers and other parents, and stay connected. 
Have you ever asked your child 'how was your day?' and got this re-
sponse...'fine'.  Join the PTO and find out what really happens in their day.   
 

Lawton Education Foundation 
The Lawton Education Foundation’s Annual Soup & Sandwich Supper was held 
on March 20, 2019 at the Lawton Community Center.  Our thanks to all the 
applicants who applied for this scholarship this year, as well as to the judges. We 
received so many great entries and our judges found it to be a challenging task 
to choose the scholarship winners. 
     Our Soup & Sandwich Supper was a success thanks to the patrons who en-
joyed the soup donations we received from Big T Restaurant, D. Coy Duck’s, The 

Vineyard Cafe, and many individuals. Cost-
co, Gordon Foods, and many individuals 
supplied food items for the sloppy joes 
and the supplies. Lawton graduate, Teresa 
Spontelli, printed our flyers.  We would 
like to give huge thanks to the Lawton Boy 
Scout and Cub Scout Troops who did an 
amazing job of bussing tables, cleaning 
trays, and taking out the trash. And our Big 
Thank You to our entertainment, Mr. Jared 

Bulson, and the members of the Middle and High School choirs.  Follow Your 
Dream Scholarship winners were Alexis Wickett, Nyala Resseguie, Leah Miller, 
Frankie Fedewa, Kayli Barr, Mikayla Reynolds.  Not pictured:  Jonathan Holloway, 
Gabriella Garcia, Karen LaViolette. 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
Submitted by Leah Miller, drama student 


