
 
LAWTON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 

CONNECT         APRIL 2018 Education Beyond 
Expectations 

Please join us for a parent informa on session at Lawton Elementary School 
Wednesday, May 9, 2018 Sessions will begin promptly at 6:00 pm 

Kindergarten Session Elementary Library 
    Preschool Session Elementary Gymnasium 

 
 We look forward to sharing informa on with you on 
  Lawton Kindergarten 
  Great Start Readiness Preschool Program (GSRP) 
  Head Start 
  3 and 4 year old Preschool 

                  Lawton Kids First Childcare  
 

Please bring: original birth cer ficate, immuniza on records, (proof of income for GSRP and Head Start only) 
Call Lawton Elementary School for enrollment informa on or to schedule a tour 269‐624‐7500 

Education Beyond Expectations 

   Our mission states that we exist to provide 
meaningful opportuni es that challenge 
each student to reach their poten al. 
Through strong connec ons with students, 
families, and the community, we will pre‐
pare our students with the 21st Century 
Skills necessary to compete in a global econ‐
omy. 
   Accomplishing our mission can occur only 
if we are able to provide safe, secure learn‐
ing environments. Our world has changed 
since the tragic events in Parkland, Florida 
on February 14. I recall the days, not so long 
ago, when school buildings had mul ple 
access points that were open from dawn to 
dusk. People could come and go with mini‐
mal concern for what might happen. Those 
days are gone. Our current reality involves 
lockdown drills and debates over how best 
to address the issue of school safety. Per‐
sonally, I would like to see school resource 
officers in all school districts, and I call upon 
our government to step up and provide this 
added layer of security. Our children are our 
most valuable resource – we must do all 
that we can to protect them.  
   Since Parkland, schools across the country 

have seen a significant increase in the num‐
ber of school threats. Thankfully, most of 
these are misguided a empts to gain a en‐

on. However, students and parents need to 
be very clear on the consequences of such 
threats regardless of credibility. Schools and 
law enforcement are taking the stand that 
enough is enough. School threats in some 
cases are being deemed terrorist threats, 
carrying with them a prison term of up 
twenty years. Michigan criminal law assess‐
es fines up to $20,000 for using the internet 
or a computer to commit or a empt to com‐
mit a crime.  
   Parents are encouraged to talk with their 
children about school safety. Ask them if 
they feel safe at school and if they say no, 
find out why. Monitor their online ac vity. 
Look at their cell phones. And inform them 
of the consequences for misuse of technolo‐
gy. If something suspicious or concerning is 
found, please report it to school authori es.  
   Our schools will con nue to provide in‐
struc on that prepares our students for 
successful futures. We will do so while em‐
phasizing the posi ve character traits neces‐
sary for a peaceful society.  

School Facility Master Planning 
   I am excited to announce that our district 
recently signed a contract with Honeywell to 
provide energy conserva on based improve‐
ments in our schools. This program provided 
a $2.56M zero‐interest loan to the district. 
These funds will be used to upgrade ligh ng 
across the district to more efficient LED 
technology. Also planned is a complete ren‐
ova on of the HVAC system at the Elemen‐
tary School that will provide new boilers, 
classroom unit‐ven lators, and air condi‐

oning. This work will commence this spring 
with a goal of comple on prior to the start 
of the new school year. These improve‐
ments come at no cost to the taxpayers of 
our district. That said, the Elementary school 
is now sixty‐four years old and in need of 
addi onal improvements. Providing a single, 
secure point of entry is among those needs. 
Stay tuned for more informa on regarding 
opportuni es to learn more about our facili‐
ty needs, and feel free to contact me with 
any ques ons you may have.  

It Starts with Safety 
By Christopher J. Rice, Superintendent 
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Lawton Elementary School 
By Stephanie Brown, Elementary School Principal 

We had some awesome 
events for Reading Month 
including special 
assemblies, read‐ins, guest 
readers, therapy dogs, and 
more!  As many of you 
know we revised our 
homework policy to allow 

more me for our students to read at home.  
Research shows reading daily (nightly) can 
have such a great impact on children.  The 

images included 
with this ar cle 
show reading 
twenty minutes a 
day exposes your 
child to 1.8 
million words! 
(Nagy & Herman 
1987)  Newer 
research shows 
that even 10 

minutes a day will greatly increase your 
child’s ability to be college‐ready.   
   We realize that families are busy, but 
carving out a set me for family reading has 
the poten al to posi vely impact your 
children more than you may know.  If you 
need access to more books, we are able to 
send your child’s library books home and 
change them out more regularly.  You may 
also want to contact your child’s teacher as 
borrowing books may be an op on as well.   

Morning and A er School Pick Up and Drop 
Off 
   As men oned in previous communica on, 
we are reviewing our daily before and a er 
school procedures to ensure the safety of 
our students and staff.  Please expect 
changes to be rolled out between now and 
the beginning of the 2018‐19 school year.  In 
the interim, we are adjus ng some 
procedures effec ve immediately.  Children 
should only enter the foyer doors off the bus 
loop if they are ea ng breakfast in the 

morning.  Those doors will remain locked 
and one of our staff members will monitor 
that entrance.  As usual, I will be le ng our 
bus children in at 7:50 a.m. and parents 
should only use the parent loop (not the bus 
loop) to drop off children.  Children arriving 
between 7:50 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. need to 
enter through the front doors near the 
office.  The only excep on to that would be 
children needing to get breakfast.  Anyone 
arriving a er 8:00 a.m. will need to enter 
through the front doors and sign in at the 
office.  Any parent wishing to walk their child 
to class must enter through the front doors 
near the office.  Thank you for your help and 
coopera on in keeping our children safe.     
High Impact Leadership for School Renewal 
Project 
   We are excited to share that Lawton 
Elementary has been selected to par cipate 
in the High Impact Leadership for School 
Renewal Project which is a grant through 
Western Michigan University and the U.S. 
Department of Educa on. Dr. Patricia 
Reeves, associate professor at WMU, and 
Dr. Jianping Shen, professor at WMU will be 
leading this project.  Our school is one of 
seventy‐five elementary schools across West 
Michigan chosen to par cipate.  This project 
is part of the Reading Now Network.  We 
look forward to sharing more about this 
opportunity as we get further into the 
process.   

Book Drive Gets Books in the Hands of Elementary Students 
By Amanda Merriman 

As part of a senior project for Mr. Rupp’s 
12th Grade English class, students Nikkia 
Taylor, Graciela Flores, and Drew Miller 
chose to collect books for a book drive.  
Because the project had to be something 
that would help the community, Taylor, 
Flores, and Miller set out on a quest to get 
books into the hands of children.  Once 
these students announced that they were 
doing a book drive, books began pouring in.  

These three seniors collected 574 books.  
The early childhood books were donated to 
a daycare, and the rest were donated to the 
students at Lawton Elementary.  Elementary 
students eagerly helped the seniors unload 
all of the books and are helping with the 
process of sor ng these books.  The 
elementary plans to distribute books to 
students in an effort to encourage children 
to con nue reading throughout the summer. 
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Fifth Grade  
By Lesley Welburn 

Lawton Elementary Celebrates 

Our 5th graders have recently had the 
opportunity to experience Robo cs and 
Automa on. As part of their six week robo cs 
unit, students have been engaged in learning 
about inputs and outputs, designing 
prototypes of a toy, and using the engineering 
design process to solve real‐world problems. 

They also had the opportunity to apply their 
knowledge on balanced and unbalanced forces 
by crea ng roller coasters. 

Lawton Elementary kicked off Reading Month 
on March 1st.  This year’s theme for Reading 
Month was Paws to Read Every Day!  Students 
were invited to a kick‐off assembly where they 
were greeted by dog trainer Be s McKeown 
and her three german shepherds.  Students 
were able to see the dogs do several tricks.  
Ms. McKeown explained that her dogs had to 

have a lot of prac ce to be able to follow her 
commands and do their skills really well, and 
she related it to how students need con nued, 
daily reading prac ce to grow in their reading 
skills. 
   Reading month fes vi es con nued 
throughout the en re month of March.  In 
honor of reading month, several ac vi es were 

planned to help students, “Paws to Read Every 
Day!”  State Representa ve, Beth Griffin joined 
the students at Lawton Elementary on March 
16th to read to various grade levels.  On March 
23rd, while listening to stories, students also 
had a surprise visit from local therapy dogs.  
Other events included a classroom book swaps 
and read‐ins. 

Third Grade STEM with WMU Chem Club 
By Deb Mroczek 

On March 2, 2018, the third grade had a great 
STEM opportunity to watch and par cipate in 
experiments performed by the Western 
Michigan University Chem Club.  They were 
able to observe demonstra ons such as the 
effects of pu ng dry ice in water and watching 
the gas fill a balloon or form a large soap 
bubble. They were able to see the reac on 
between chemicals that transi on from pink to 
clear and experience the power of air pressure 
by witnessing a pop can being crushed by its 

force. One of the experiments that excited the 
students most was the elephant’s toothpaste 
demonstra on. As the toothpaste came out of 
the beaker, steam began rising from the flask 
as a result of the heat that the reac on 
generated.  Everyone was able to be involved 
in a last experiment, where each third grader 
mixed a color solu on with a clear solu on in 
order to create slime they could take home. 
We would like to thank the WMU Chem Club 
for coming and providing an exci ng and 

educa onal STEM experience for our future 
scien sts.  

Midwest Energy and Communications Grant 
On January 9, 2018, Deb Mroczek was awarded 
a Strengthening Schools Grant for $1,000 from 
Midwest Energy and Communica ons (MEC). 
Mrs. Mroczek had wri en the grant to go 
towards purchasing three i‐pads for her 

classroom to be used to give students more 
opportuni es to expand their learning. Thank 
you Midwest Energy for helping our children 
reach for the stars. 

By Kim Emmert 
Our preschool classes have been busy this winter 
studying snow, season changes, dinosaurs, and 
pets. We had fun exploring the chemical 
reac on with baking soda and vinegar making 
colorful volcano erup ons.  We also enjoyed 
hatching dinosaurs from ice eggs too. One of the 

favorite ac vi es was our ski le science, using 
our five senses to observe what happens when 
we cover our colorful candies with water, then 
explored the diluted candies and the colorful 
water observing the changes. It was a tasty and 
colorful experiment!  
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Lawton Middle School 
By Tim Cerven, Middle School Principal 

As the third trimester is in full swing and as the 
2017‐18 school year comes to a close, there are a 
few items that I would like to bring to your a en‐

on. We con nue to focus on our guiding princi‐
ples of R.O.A.R.  The teaching staff has set high 
expecta ons, for all students, with the belief that 
every student has the ability to learn and show 
growth when they put forth their best effort.  We 
are  revisi ng some key areas of learning with one 

of those areas being organiza on and assignment comple on. 
   Recently, the middle school reviewed the use of the student plan‐
ner/agenda.  This tool is purchased by the school and given to the 
students to assist them in organizing their daily assignments, project 
due dates, and any other school ac vi es that students feel are im‐
portant.  The students are expected to carry the agenda to every 
class and present it to teachers upon request.  We ask our students 
to treat the agenda like a textbook, keeping it neat and clean with 
no addi onal artwork added. The teachers reviewed and taught the 
step‐by‐step process for entering data in the agenda with a focus on 
terminology that is easy to understand as the assignment may be‐
come homework. Some student are struggling academically, based 

on their lack of assignment comple on.  The middle school staff 
strongly believes that our students will have a higher probability of 
success by correctly using the agenda consistently. 
   Another component that goes hand‐in‐hand with the agenda is the 
use and organiza on of student folders/binders.  Teachers have 
instructed and modeled a process for organizing their assignments.  
Labeling is a key step in the process to organize folders and binders. 
For example, students need to visually see that one side of a folder 
can be labeled “assignments to complete” or “homework” and the 
other side labeled “done.”  This simple process can lend itself to 
huge educa onal gains. Again, this is an a empt to help our stu‐
dents understand the importance of being organized which we hope 
will carry them throughout the rest of their educa onal career and 
beyond. 
   Some events to men on in the third trimester.  Our 7th graders 
will take a field trip to the Kalamazoo Air Zoo.  The 8th graders will 
visit Southwestern Michigan College and Western Michigan Universi‐
ty.  They will also have an end of year trip to Full Blast and the end of 
school year.  The evening Academic Awards Recogni on will be 
scheduled in May which highlights our high achieving middle school 
students.   An evening dance will be scheduled soon. 

Lawton Community Schools 

Progressive improvement is the goal in essen ally all facets of life.  
The simple keys needed to push this movement forward are disci‐
pline, desire, character, and hard work.  These quali es are ins lled, 
presented and taught through the Lawton physical educa on pro‐
gram.  Enter strong, leave stronger obviously incorporates the physi‐
cal end but also works to build the student as a whole with a variety 
of lessons, challenges, tests, ac vi es, and work. 
   At the elementary level, students engage in a mul tude of skill and 
character development to foster social growth as well as establish 
baseline skills.  At the middle school, students move at a high pace 
within their trimester work.  They are engaged within sport skill and 
drill lessons, modified game situa ons, and actual compe ve sport 
work.  Students are also evaluated on pre‐ and post‐fitness tes ng.  
This data is collected, cri qued and used to push students forward 
throughout their middle school physical educa on career.  We have 
also brought new equipment and training techniques to the fore‐
front including tremor medicine balls, high intensity resistance 
bands, mul level circuit training work, band and harness resisted 
speed training, and varied isometric work.  8th graders step it up a 
notch with a higher level of maturity and accountability within their 
physical educa on work to prepare them for high school.  These 
students engage in video analysis of sprint form, weight training 
lessons at the high school, and more advanced training drills 
throughout the trimester.  
   We also had special guest teachers join our class to advance upon 
the variety within physical educa on.  Barry Shanley taught a lesson 

on the mechanics of the golf swing.  Students got to use irons and 
hit foam golf balls; which brought a different skill set to many of our 
students.  Paul Van Shoyck taught a lesson on basic mar al arts 
training.  He took us through flexibility drills, a variety of kicks, and 
allowed students to work coordina on and power in a whole differ‐
ent capacity.  Both lessons were well received, appreciated, and 
enjoyed by 6th, 7th, and 8th graders.  Thank you to both gentlemen 
for enhancing our physical educa on experience. 
   Throughout the dura on of all of our class work, students are also 
taught and reminded of the core values listed in the first paragraph.  
Character lessons are presented to all grade levels within our physi‐
cal educa on work and are revisited, reviewed, and refined.  Physi‐
cal educa on is not just game me nor is it just for athletes.  The 
goal of our program is to build high character, hard‐working, confi‐
dent individuals that will step up to any challenge.   Enter strong … 
leave stronger.  

Enter Strong … Leave Stronger 
By Tony Karsen 
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By Amanda Maurer 

STEM Challenge is back at Lawton Middle!  Mrs. 
Maurer and the LMS PTO teamed up to offer 
the students a fun‐filled night of food and an 
engineering challenge.  This started in January 
of this year, with the most recent challenge on 
February 27, 2018. For this challenge the stu‐
dent had to make a catapult out of 6 popsicle 
s cks and 3 rubber bands to launch a mini 
marshmallow.  The team with the longest dis‐
tance won.  
   A er a light dinner all teams were given 15 

minutes to construct and test their cata‐
pult.  When the 15 minutes were up, all team 
stopped and one by one they shot their marsh‐
mallow. The students and parents had a great 

me seeing how far they could launch a marsh‐
mallow. For this challenge the first place team 
was Addisyn Price, Alexis Girolami, and Ella 
Richter.  Second place team was Seth Wicke  
and Ethan O’Donnell. The third place team was 
Heidi Newhouse, Kylee Somers, and Reese Ol‐
son. 

The Lawton Middle School Student Senate is 
having a busy school year.  The students of Law‐
ton Middle School collected canned/boxed food 
items for the St. Paul’s Methodist church food 
pantry in December.  They collected over 1,000 
food items for the cause.  
   In December, the student senate along with 
the seventh grade class made Christmas cards 
for the Veteran’s hospital in Ba le Creek.  Each 

class received a cer ficate signed by the Na on‐
al President, Francisca Guilford, of the VFW 
Auxiliary thanking the students for suppor ng 
our veterans. 
   In February, the students collected money for 
the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society to help cure 
cancer.  Mrs. Medsker’s class collected the most 
money.  Congratula ons to all the students at 
Lawton Middle School for another awesome job! 

Student Senate 
By Karen Creagan 

From Lawton MS Spelling Bee to Cloverleaf Spelling Bee 
By Jennifer Osborn 

MS Spelling Bee 

   For more than forty years, Lawton Middle 
School has been home to the Annual Spelling 
Bee, originated by Dr. Daniel Pratley, re red 
Superintendent of Schools. Compe on for a 
place in the school‐wide level actually begins in 
the ELA classrooms. This year, Mrs. Lindemulder, 
Mrs. Rotzien, and Mrs. Osborn sent a combined 
total of 45 spellers to the first round of elimina‐

on, held on January 15 in the LMS cafeteria. 
From that round, the top fi een finalists were 

chosen. Represen ng the sixth grade were Nao‐
mi Barkalow, Aiden O’Brien, and Ella Richter.  
Seventh grade spellers included Tannen Dean, 
Jackson Doster, Angelina Fluty, Sam Keyser, 
Aiden Killeen, and Annika Steinke. As for the 
eighth grade, Hailey Collins, Anthony Froloff, 
Ethan Lechner, Addie Modderman, Cody Oxley, 
and Natalie Torres completed the list of com‐
pe tors. All par cipants performed well in the 
school bee, held on January 17 in the gymnasi‐
um. In an exci ng ba le of wits between friends 
Aiden Killeen and Cody Oxley, Cody took first, 
with Aiden second, and Natalie Torres finishing 
third. A special thank you is extended to all par‐
ents and family members who a ended in sup‐
port of their students, as well as to Dr. Pratley 
for his con nued role as pronouncer and judge.  
Cloverleaf Spelling Bee 
   As a result of placing first, second, and third in 
the LMS Spelling Bee, Cody Oxley, Aiden Killeen, 
and Natalie Torres were invited to the next level 
of spelling compe on, the Cloverleaf Spelling 
Bee in Berrien Springs. Natalie was unable to 

a end, and her spot was eagerly filled by eighth 
grader, Addie Modderman.  Held on the campus 
of Lake Michigan College, the Cloverleaf Spelling 
Bee proved to be a great academic challenge. 
Fourty‐nine students in grades 3‐8 from seven‐
teen schools in Van Buren and Berrien coun es 
competed for numerous rounds un l the bee 
was won by Joel Chandler from Grace Chris an 
School. Cody Oxley placed highest from LMS 
with a 16th place finish, earning him a free pizza 
from Pizza Hut. All compe tors received cer fi‐
cates of par cipa on, as well as “goodie bags” 
and the apprecia on of bee coordinator, Tonya 
Snyder, for their par cipa on. 



A er a very successful 2017 powerli ing season 
that saw nineteen seniors move on.  There was a 
certain amount of uncertainty about what 2018 
would be like.  The mantra for this season was 
“Own It.” The challenge was presented to the 
athletes to rise to the challenge, dismiss excuses 
and take responsibility (Own It) for making your‐
self and the team be er.  The group of Lawton 
li ers did just that!  Led by seniors Jacob Reyn‐
olds and Emma Stephayn twenty‐six athletes 
competed this year, and seventeen of them 
qualified for the state tournament! Other high‐
lights from the season were the thirteen (four of 
which were middle school students) newcomers 
to the club and the five student‐athletes that 
made powerli ing their first extra‐curricular 

ac vity.  The women’s varsity team collected 
significant hardware throughout the season, 
bringing home three 2nd place regional trophies 
and placing 7th at the state tournament out of 
forty‐eight teams.  Individually, Emma Stephayn 
captured a state champion medal with an im‐
pressive 800 lbs. total!  Others medaling at state 
included Amaya Taylor (2nd place, 775 lbs. to‐
tal), Amari Buentello (9th place, 645 lbs. total), 
Jesse Whi ng (9th place, 465 lbs. total), Mikayla 
Reynolds (5th place, 345 lbs. total), Trinity Blain 
(2nd place, 570 lbs. total), Josey Buentello (9th 
place, 550 lbs. total), Cody Sipes (7th place, 970 
lbs. total), and Alec VanOrman (3rd place, 625 
lbs. total).  Great season everyone!  
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From The Desk of the Principal 
By Tammy Wilson, High School Principal 

   It is hard to believe that it is 
already March and we have 
completed two full trimesters 
of school.  Our winter sports 
season wrapped up with much 
excitement and success for 
our teams including a district 
championship for our Wres‐
tling and Compe ve Cheer 
Teams.  Individually we sent 

five boys to the state wrestling meet.  Of those 
athletes, Zack Menck earned a State Champion 

tle and Dylan Amm and Nick Baldwin finished 
7th in their weight classes.  In Powerli ing, Em‐
ma Stephayn is a State Champion.  Josh Dekon‐
ing earned a State Championship in Bass Fishing 
and will move on to represent Michigan in the 

Na onal Bass Master Tournament.  This truly 
demonstrates how dedica on and hard work 
equal success.  Congratula ons to all on a great 
season! 
    We now look forward to our spring season and 
hope the weather cooperates so our teams can 
again shine bright as top compe tors in the SAC.   
The first two‐thirds of the year have given us 
much excitement and I look forward to finishing 
the year with the success we have become ac‐
customed to as Blue Devils. 
    On April 10th, 11th, and 12th, all juniors took 
the state‐required and very important Michigan 
Merit Exam which includes the SAT on day one, 
the Work Keys Assessment on day two and the 
M‐Step Science and Social Studies on day three.  
All sophomores and freshmen took the PSAT on 

April 11th and seniors got this day off as they are 
not required to test on that day.  Our students 
have been prac cing for these tests through 
Khan Academy and Academic Success Class.  I 
expect to see excellent effort and posi ve re‐
sults.  For more informa on visit 
www.michigan.gov/mde or 
www.collegeboard.org 
   With winter over and spring right around the 
corner, it only increases the posi ve energy of 
our students and staff.   This energy con nues to 
make Lawton High School a quality environment 
with student achievement and personal growth 
at the heart of all we do.   
   Keep up the Blue Devil Pride! 

Emma Stephayn State Champion! 
Lawton Lifters “Own It” 
By Mitch Nycum 

Zack Menck Wrestling State Champion! 
By Chris Rice 

Lawton High School Wrestler Zack Menck start‐

ed his senior year with a goal of becoming a 

state champion. His hard work and commitment 

paid off at the 2018 MHSAA Division IV Individu‐

al State Finals when Zack defeated his opponent 

6‐5 to become the champion in the 160 pound 

weight class.  

   Zack literally followed in the footsteps of older 

brother Cole who also won a state championship 

in 2015. Looking to honor his brother and per‐

haps bring himself a bit of luck, Zack chose to 

wear the same pair of wrestling shoes his broth‐

er had worn during his state championship run. 

   Zack finished the season with a record of fi y‐
nine wins and just two losses earning confer‐
ence, district, and regional tournament tles 
along the way. His many outstanding accom‐
plishments include an amazing career total of 
192 wins, pinning his opponent in 92 of those 
victories. Congratula ons Zack! 
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  Varsity So ball       Varsity Baseball       

  4/17 Har ord (DH)  A 4:30   4/17 Har ord   A 4:30   
  4/19 Niles Brandywine (DH) A 4:15   4/19 Niles Brandywine (DH) A 4:15   
  4/21 BC Lakview Invite  A    4/23 Galesburg (DH)  H 4:30   
  4/23 Galesburg (DH)  H 4:30   4/26 K Chris an (DH)  H 4:30   
  4/26 K Chris an (DH)  H 4:30   4/30 Gobles (DH)  A 4:30   
  4/28 Climax Sco s Invite  A 10:00   5/3 Hacke  CP (DH)  A 4:30   
  4/30 Gobles (DH)  A 4:30   5/7 Constan ne (DH)  H 4:30   
  5/3 Hacke  CP (DH)  A 4:30   5/11 Delton Kellogg (DH)  A 4:30   
  5/7 Constan ne (DH)  H 4:30   5/14 K Cougars (DH)  H 4:30   
  5/11 Delton Kellogg (DH)  A 4:30   5/17 Schoolcra  (DH)  A 4:30   
  5/14 Allegan (DH) No JV  A 4:30   5/21 Rain date    4:30   
  5/17 Schoolcra  (DH)  A 4:30   5/22 Eau Claire   A 4:30   
  5/22 Eau Claire (DH)  A 4:30   5/23 Mar n (DH) (Growlers Park)   A 4:30 
 5/23 Mar n (DH)  H 4:30   5/29 Pre‐District   H    
  5/29 Pre‐District   H 4:30   6/2 Districts @ Comstock A     
  6/3 Districts @ Buchanan  A           

  Track        JV Baseball       

  4/18 Schoolcra /Coloma  H 4:30   4/16 Coloma (DH)  A 4:30   
  4/20 Watervliet Invita onal A 4:00   4/17 Har ord (DH)  H 4:30   
  4/25 Delton Kellogg  A 4:30   4/19 Niles Brandywine (DH) H 4:15   
  4/27 Schoolcra  Invita onal A 3:00   4/23 Galesburg (DH)  A 4:30   
  5/2 Galesburg‐Augusta  H 4:30   4/26 K Chris an (DH)  A 4:30   
  5/4 Bangor Invita onal  A 4:00   5/3 Hacke  Catholic Prep (DH) H 4:30 
 5/9 Constan ne  A 4:30   5/7 Constan ne (DH)  A 4:30   
  5/11 Mendon Invita onal  A 3:30   5/11 Delton Kellogg (DH)  H 4:30   
  5/14 Championships @ Lawton H 4:30   5/14 K Cougars (DH)@ Portage West A 4:30 
 5/18 Regionals @ Comstock A 2:00   5/17 Schoolcra  (DH)  H 4:30 
 5/22 SAC Championship @ Saugatuck A 2:00   5/22 Eau Claire   H 4:30   
  6/3 MHSAA State Meet  A TBA          

  Golf        MS Track      

 4/16 Old Mill SAC 9   4:00   4/17 SAC @ Schoolcra   A 4:30   
  4/25 Mullenhurst SAC 9   4:00   4/19 Gobles Co‐Ed Relay  A 4:30   
  4/27 Mullenhurst SAC 9 (JV Only)  4:00   4/24 Delton/Gobles  H 4:30   
  4/30 Point O Woods Invita onal 18  10:00   4/26 Constan ne/Parchment H 4:30 
 4/30 Kalamazoo CC SAC 9   3:00   5/1 SAC @ Watervliet  A 4:30   
  5/8 Lake Cora SAC 9   4:00   5/3 St. Monica/Galesburg  H 4:30   
  5/9 Island Hills SAC 9   4:00   5/10 D Kellogg Divisional Meet A 4:00 
 5/12 Blue Devil Invite 18   9:00   5/15 Saugatuck Invita onal  A 4:00   
  5/14 Tullymore Invita onal 18  8:30          
  5/24 SAC Championship @ HawksHead 8:30           

   Girls Soccer              

  4/16 Hacke  CP @ Riverfront Park A 6:00          
  4/18 Kalamazoo Chris an  A 5:00          
  4/20 Harper Creek  A 6:00          
  4/23 Coloma    A 6:00          
  4/25 Fennville    H 6:00          
  4/30 Watervliet   A 5:00    Subject to change ‐ Revised 3‐14‐18   
  5/2 Schoolcra   A 5:00   Updates posted at: www.lawtoncs.org About Us/Athle cs 
  5/4 Berrien Springs  H 5:00          
  5/7 Delton Kellogg  H 6:00          
  5/11 South Haven  H 6:00          
  5/18 Lake Michigan Catholic A 5:00          
  5/21 Saugatuck   H 6:00          
  5/23 Har ord   A 5:00 
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Vocal Music News 
By Gary Oegema 
   The Lawton music department has had a lot happening this past month.  On 
February 27, the 7th and 8th grade choir went to St. Joseph to sing at the district 
choral fes val.  They came home with a very strong First Division ra ng for their 
performance and sight reading skills. Congratula ons to the choir! 

   The 4th and 5th grade music classes were 
treated with a visit from Georgiy Borisov, princi‐
pal clarine st from the Kalamazoo Symphony, 
who played for the students and interacted with 
them in their own musical ac vi es. 
   On March 15, the HS choir traveled to WMU to 
sing in the SW Michigan Vocal Fes val choir.  

Over 1,000 singers from twenty schools came together to sing under the direc‐
on of na onally renowned conductor, Eph Ehly.  Lawton also had four students 

chosen for the Fes val Honors Choir ‐ Chelsea Alsup, Ella Doster, Mallory Gray, 
and Lyric Gordon. Congratula ons to those students and the en re choir.  
   The 6th grade choir did a fine job singing at the Lawton Educa on Founda on 

Soup and Sandwich Supper at the Lawton Community Center on March 21.  They 
treated the audience to "Danny Boy" and "Shine On Me." 
   The middle school and high school choirs, bands and drama club combined for 
the annual Collage Concert on March 22 in the auditorium.  Well over 100 stu‐
dents combined their talents to perform two shows that night. 

Follow Your Dream Scholarship Winners 
1st row:  Willow Knight, Daisy Karsen 
2nd row: Andrew Gunne , Maria Long, Hailey Collins.  
Not pictured:  Jacob Reynolds and Mallory Gray. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lawton Elementary PTO 
   We welcomed well over 250 special visitors to 
the Elementary School for Kids Invite Someone 
Special day.  Students were able to welcome their 
special guest(s) by singing a song with their class‐
room, showing them around their classroom and 
par cipa ng in an ac vity as well as visi ng the 
book fair and photo booth. 
 

Lawton Middle School PTO 
   The Middle School PTO has con nued to provide popcorn Fridays for all stu‐
dents and a sweet treat for the Box Tops For Educa on contest winning class. 
We are currently purchasing one water bo le refill sta on/drinking foun‐
tain.  We conducted a t‐shirt design contest for the math club compe on shirts 
we will be purchasing and a class mo o contest for the 8th grade annual t‐shirts 
we will purchasing. If anyone is interested in par cipa ng in the 8th grade annu‐
al celebra on, we will be discussing plans for this at our monthly mee ngs April 
12th, a er spring break, and May 3rd at 6:30pm in the MS Cafeteria.  All are 
welcome to a end!  

Bus Drivers and Support Staff Needed 
Lawton Community Schools is seeking bus drivers and support staff to join our 
team.  We will provide training to qualified candidates.  Annual bonus provided 
to bus drivers.  Interested candidates should contact Chris Rice at 
crice@lawtoncs.org or call 269.624.7901. 

LHS & MS Bands 
By Laura Tremblay 

The High School Concert Band walked away with a Division I ra ng!  This was 
well deserved as this ensemble has put in high levels of effort daily in their 
rehearsals.  They have shown tremendous growth this year and paid strong 
a en on to details as they prepared for fes val.  Again, this was another group 
that was impressive both on and off stage and represented Lawton at a high 
level. 
   The 7/8th Grade Band members put on a strong performance (one of their 
best for the year!) and received a high Division II ra ng!  They really impressed 
their sight‐reading judge as well.  With 56 members, this large group demon‐
strated exemplary behavior throughout the day‐‐both on stage and off.   


